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Mission and Brief History of Livingston CARES 
  

Mission 

The mission of Livingston County CARES is to help communities and individuals locally, regionally, 

statewide, nationwide, and globally in humanitarian projects, including disaster relief and recovery 

efforts. Livingston County CARES provides a central repository for resources and information for 

individuals and organizations wishing to contribute to disaster relief efforts. 
  

A Brief History of Livingston CARES 

Livingston County CARES, Inc. is a collaborative effort among groups and organizations at SUNY 

Geneseo and in the Geneseo and Livingston County community that started in September 2005 to focus 

on relief and recovery efforts by helping people in Harrison County, Mississippi. The initial groups were 

members of SUNY Geneseo students, faculty, and staff, the Livingston County Administrator, the 

Livingston County Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Geneseo, the Village of Geneseo, and the 

Livingston County Coalition of Churches. Individuals, organizations, schools, local municipalities, and 

interested citizens were invited to participate in Livingston County CARES’ projects and programs. 

Livingston County CARES, Inc. was incorporated and registered as a New York State non-profit 

organization in 2006. In March 2007, the IRS granted CARES tax exempt status under section 501(c)(3) 

of the Internal Revenue Service Code. Gifts and donations to CARES are tax deductible. Donations may 

be given as restricted gifts for specific projects or the general fund.  Livingston CARES board members 

are volunteers and there are no employees and very minimal administrative overhead. The headquarters 

for Livingston CARES is in the Center for Community and the Division of Student & Campus Life at 

SUNY Geneseo. The Center for Community supports CARES through its commitment to volunteer work, 

leadership development, civic engagement of students, and outreach to community organizations.  

Organizations and individuals interested in volunteering or making contributions should contact Tom 

Matthews at 585-245-5857 or by email at matthews@geneseo.edu or Garth Freeman at 585-245-5893 or 

email freemang@geneseo.edu. 
 

Volunteer Service Trips to Harrison County, Mississippi 

Livingston CARES has recruited volunteers to work on the rehabilitation and reconstruction of homes for 

the victims of Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi. Livingston County CARES will have sent 974 volunteers 

on forty-one service trips beginning with the first trip in January 2006 and ending with the upcoming May 

2018 trip. The National Corporation for Public Service 2018 guidelines estimates the total value of our 

volunteer efforts at $1,202,946.00. This is calculated through estimating a wage of $26.45 per hour for 
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1,137 volunteers on 70 Livingston CARES week-long service trips to Biloxi, Long Island/Staten 

Island/Brooklyn, Detroit, stony Point, and Orlando (Give Kids the World). In addition to their time, 

volunteers paid trip fees of $409,317.00 to participate in the 70 service trips. Livingston CARES has also 

received gifts and donations to assist volunteers with travel expenses and for projects in Harrison County 

and the New York metropolitan area. Since CARES was established in 2005, Livingston CARES has 

received $50,805.00 in gifts and donations from individuals and organizations. In 2006, the Division of 

Student & Campus Life contributed $12,250.00 to help pay for transportation and to assist students with 

expenses on the January and March trips. We also received $20,000.00 in grants from the New York State 

Legislature (Senator Dale Volker) to assist with funding trips to Mississippi. More recently, the Student 

Association has been contributing funds to assist students with travel expenses. In 2013, the SUNY 

Geneseo Student Association allocated $2,900.00 and Phi Eta Sigma Honorary donated $2,500.00 to 

assist students with travel expenses and help provide scholarships for the 2014 trips. Since 2014,  the 

Student Association allocated $3,000.00 each year to assist students with grants for travel expenses. In 

2018, Student Association increased the allocation to $4,000.00.  The Center for Community also 

provides in-kind support and supplies to assist student volunteer and service activities. CARES funds 

have been used to assist student volunteers with travel expenses. Funds have also been donated to support 

various projects in Harrison County, Mississippi. CARES supported the six projects described below. 
  

Livingston County Coalition of Churches Tools for Katrina Project 

In the spring of 2006, the Livingston County Coalition of Churches, as a Livingston CARES project, 

organized the Tools for Katrina Project. Tools were collected at local churches and donated by local 

contractors and delivered to two recovery centers in Biloxi: Hands on Gulf Coast and Volunteers on Gulf 

Coast.  Some church related items were delivered to the Biloxi Methodist Church. 

 

Woolmarket Youth Football League 

Harrison County Board of Supervisors President, Connie Rockco, identified the Woolmarket Youth 

Football League as an organization that needed assistance. CARES donated $660.00 to purchase uniforms 

for five students in the program whose equipment had been destroyed by the hurricane. 

 

ARC Connections to the Gulf Coast 

Livingston CARES board member Lyle Lehman made connections between the Livingston- 

Wyoming ARC and the ARC in Harrison County. Lehman met with board members of the ARC of the 

Gulf Coast on two trips to Mississippi and was instrumental in securing a $4,000.00 donation from the 



 
 

4 

local ARC Foundation to Livingston CARES to forward to the ARC of the Gulf Coast to assist the 

Harrison County ARC programs and projects. 
  

Woolmarket Youth Recreation Complex Project 

Supervisor Connie Rockco requested our assistance with the restoration of the youth recreation complex 

in her district north of Biloxi. CARES donated $2,000.00 for the purchase and installation of a flagpole. A 

plaque on the pole recognizes the gift from the people of Livingston County, New York. A flag raising 

ceremony held on January 7, 2009 included the presentation of New York State and Livingston County 

flags to Harrison County.  Nick Mazza, Livingston County Administrator, and Cynthia Oswald, President 

of Livingston County Chamber of Commerce, participated in this ceremony. 
  

Moore Community House 

Prior to Katrina, Moore Community House in East Biloxi was the only center serving low-income 

families with day care and other preschool programs such as Head Start. Katrina destroyed all but one of 

the buildings in the complex.  After hearing the history from the director, Carol Burnett, and learning 

about the critical services provided by Moore Community House, the CARES Board approved the 

donation of funds contributed by the Geneseo Central Presbyterian Church to CARES.  A donation of 

$2,000.00 was made and the funds were used to purchase equipment for the classrooms in the renovated 

facilities. 
  

Garden Clubs Donations 

The Geneseo Garden Club and Livonia Garden Club contributed funds to help with the recovery efforts. 

On the May 2009 trip visit to the Katrina Memorial Park in Biloxi, volunteers noticed a southern live oak 

died and inquired about replacing the tree. The city and county officials agreed to accept a new tree as a 

gift to the City of Biloxi.  In January 2010, we helped plant a new live oak and dedicated a permanent 

plaque in the park honoring our volunteers and the friendships that have developed between Livingston 

County and Harrison County over the last nine years. 
  

Katrina Story Fades But Recovery Work Continues 

Livingston CARES made a commitment to continue working in Harrison County, Mississippi long after 

the stories faded from the media.  Participants in all the service trips have learned about the destruction 

caused by Katrina and how important volunteer assistance to families and communities has been since the 

hurricane in 2005 Our initial commitment made in the fall of 2005 was to continue our work for ten years. 

In 2016 our trips celebrated the ten years of work on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi. Since many of our 

future volunteers will not remember watching Hurricane Katrina in August of 2005, the Livingston 
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CARES board has decided to continue our work in Mississippi and to refocus our efforts on making a 

difference to low income families and communities in the state with the lowest income per capita in the 

United States.  
  

Focus on Projects in Livingston County 

In 2009, the Livingston CARES Board agreed to look for ways to focus some of our volunteer efforts on 

Livingston County.  A new volunteer effort was initiated in the spring of 2010, which involved seven 

groups of SUNY Geneseo students, who worked on seven projects in various locations throughout 

Livingston County, as a part of the new “Geneseo Goes to Town” volunteer day.  This project was 

developed through the civic engagement initiatives of the GOLD leadership program.  In 2011, the 

program was expanded and included 17 student groups that worked on different projects in almost every 

town in the county.  Each year, the goal is to engage students in every town and village in Livingston 

County. In 2018, Livingston CARES, the Center for Community and Alpha Phi Omega will be sending 

teams to almost every town in Livingston County.  Connecting students to people and organizations 

throughout the county will expand opportunities for volunteer work and service.  We will continue our 

efforts to develop collaborative programs with other local agencies to help people within the county. 
  

Haiti Relief and Recovery 

In January 2010, the CARES board established a Haiti Relief Fund to assist in recovery efforts.  

Numerous college organizations and individuals from the campus and community donated monies to this 

fund.  In November 2010, the CARES board also approved a special appeal for more contributions to 

purchase water purification kits to help stop the cholera epidemic.  Donations totaling $8,255.30 were 

received and most of the funds have been given to the HOPE Foundation headed by Emeriti Professor 

Rose-Marie Chierici for targeted projects in Borgne, Haiti. The projects included resettlement of two 

families in Port au Prince, the purchase of three teacher boxes for use in Haiti, the establishment of a 

nursery to grow trees for reforestation, and the purchase of over forty water purification kits. Most 

recently, Livingston CARES sent funds to the HOPE Foundation to create water storage units at natural 

springs in the Borgne area of Haiti. 
  

Project Holding Accounts 

In May 2009, the CARES board approved policies and procedures to permit student civic engagement 

projects to deposit funds with Livingston CARES. One major project, the Ghana Project, was approved to 

help with education projects in Ghana. The Ghana Project later became recognized as a student 

organization. In the spring of 2013 $1500.00 was sent to assist in the building of a school in Besease, 

Ghana. In March 2013, $1500.00 was donated from the Ghana fund to build a kindergarten classroom that 
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is attached to a new grade 1-6 building.  The new classroom is being built for the teacher who originally 

donated his time to start the school in the village. The Ghana Project students also purchased school 

supplies to donate to the new classroom.  In 2016, $156.37 worth of school supplies were sent with two 

group members traveling to Ghana. The remaining balance in the Ghana Project fund was donated in 

April 2014 to assist the AGOGO Presbyterian Hospital in Accra, Ghana with a classroom to educate area 

families on disease prevention. Several academic departments and the Study Abroad Office at SUNY 

Geneseo are involved in the Ghana project. In 2011, the second project was established to assist with the 

El Sauce, Nicaragua programs that include building schools and microfinance projects.  The Las Minita 

School was built in January of 2012 and the La Flor School was built in 2013.  A microfinance project 

was also created to help women and businesses with loans to establish business projects in the El Sauce 

area.  A current status report on the latest school projects is included in this Annual Report to the 

Community. The third project was established in April of 2010 to provide students in the HEROS 

mentoring program with a depository for fundraising income and expenses associated with the program. 

Funds raised by the HEROS volunteers are used to support gas reimbursements to volunteers for the trips 

to the schools. 
  

Tornado Relief Fund 

In the winter and spring of 2011, the United States experienced a series of violent storms and tornadoes 

that destroyed entire towns and villages including Joplin, Missouri. Although we made a fundraising 

appeal to the campus community, only a few contributors responded with donations 

totaling $533.00. The CARES board voted to transfer the funds to the Hurricane Sandy Relief fund. 

  

Flood Relief Fund 

In early September of 2011, Tropical Storms Irene and Lee devastates several area of New York 

State.  We established a fund to help student groups with travel expenses on two Saturday trips to the 

Binghamton and Owego areas.  We worked with Sean Phillips (Intervarsity Christian Fellowship), Denice 

Szafran (Anthropology), Amy Sheldon (Geology), and Brian Sheldon (Livonia Central School) to 

sponsor a bus work trip on October 15, 2011. Twenty-six students and two faculty members participated 

in the trip.  The expenses for the trip were $643.79. 

 

Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund 

In November 2012, the CARES board established a Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund in response to the 

devastation of the superstorm in the New York metropolitan area.  The college collected $1675.00 

through the Geneseo Foundation to assist with the Livingston CARES Hurricane Sandy Relief efforts.  To 
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date, CARES has deposited a total of $10,282.25 in the fund.  Monies have been used to support the 

volunteer work trips and to assist agencies that support the recovery efforts.  Livingston CARES has 

donated $1,700.00 to the Bethel United Methodist Church on Staten Island to purchase cots and supplies 

for housing volunteers, $1,850.00 to Community United Methodist Church Disaster Relief Center in 

Massapequa for supplies to assist with housing of volunteers, and $2,500.00 to the New York Annual 

Conference of the United Methodist Church for the purchase of construction equipment and supplies for 

the recovery efforts on the south shore of Long Island. In January 2013, nineteen volunteers worked on 

Staten Island and in March 2013, sixteen volunteers worked on the south shore of Long Island.  The 

following May, a third work trip with fourteen volunteers worked on Staten Island.  In January 2014, 

seven volunteers worked on Staten Island and in March 2014 fourteen volunteers worked at two locations 

on Long Island.  Seven volunteers also worked on houses on Staten Island in May. In 2015, seven 

volunteers worked on Staten Island in January, seven volunteers worked on Long Island in March and 

seven volunteers worked on Staten Island in May. CARES collaborated with the New York Annual 

Conference of the United Methodist Church on the fourteen work trips to Staten Island/Long Island. In 

2016, seven volunteers worked on a home in Brooklyn in January and seven volunteers worked on the 

same house in March. Six volunteers also worked on two houses in May and all three groups worked 

under the supervision of Rebuilding Together NYC in collaboration with the New York Annual 

Conference of the United Methodist Church. In March and May of 2017 and again in March of 2018, the 

Brooklyn teams worked under the supervision of St. Bernard’s Project (SBP) on projects related to 

Hurricane Sandy. SBP is the only remaining volunteer agency still focusing on recovery work from 

Hurricane Sandy.  

 

2017 Hurricane Fund 

In September of 2017, three major hurricanes devastated large areas of Texas, Florida, the Virgin Island 

and Puerto Rico. Livingston CARES responded by creating the 2017 Hurricane Recovery Fund. 

Announcements to the campus community were made immediately after Henry, Irma and Maria occurred 

in September. During the period from September 2017 through March 2018, 21 individuals and 

organizations have contributed $2,740.52 to the fund. At the Avon Elementary School, Hailey Smith, a 

fourth grade student, took the initiative to organize a special appeal to help raise money for the recovery 

efforts and Hailey and the Avon Parent Teacher Association presented a check for $1,043.41 to the 

Livingston CARES 2017 Hurricane Fund.  The board is reviewing several options for use of these funds 

in Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico.   
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Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry  

Last summer, the Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry (The Pantry) lost its sponsoring agency when the 

Livingston Coalition of Churches ceased operations. The Pantry asked Livingston CARES to become 

their 501 (c) 3 non-profit parent organization and the board approved a formal agreement between the two 

organizations. Livingston CARES is not funding the Pantry and the Pantry maintains its own bank 

account and financial records. The agreement  permits The Pantry to seek grant funding under the 

auspices of the tax exempt status of Livingston CARES.  

 

Home Away From Home Respite Program  

Last year, the Home Away From Home Respite program that serves senior citizen families at the Geneseo 

Interfaith Center needed a sponsoring agency in order to continue operations. Livingston CARES agreed 

to support the program and assume responsibility for seeking grants and funding. We received a large 

grant from the Mueller Foundation and smaller but significant gifts from the Central Presbyterian Church 

and an anonymous donor. Funding of the program is secure through the next academic year. In August 

2018, we conducted a search for a director and hired Sharon Leary to run the program. Campus Auxiliary 

Services (CAS) agreed to serve as the employer for the manager and Livingston CARES reimburses CAS 

for payroll expenses. See more details about the program in Sharon Leary’s report included in this annual 

report. 
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Report on Livingston CARES May 2017 

Service Trip to Biloxi | Prepared by Craig Bolesky 

This was one of the smaller, perhaps the smallest trip, that Livingston Cares has sponsored, and 

as a 3rd time leader and 6th time trip volunteer, I believe this was my best experience. In addition, we 

were the only group at Back Bay this week. 

The student volunteers were involved every morning, except Thursday, with the Micah Day 

Center, Food Pantry, and Loaves and Fishes. Their experiences were wonderful, with the most impact 

coming from the Loaves and Fishes soup kitchen. 

Monday –Wednesday we worked afternoons at the job site on 28th street in Gulfport, Thursday 

was from 8:30-3:00, and on Friday because of the morning involvement in the other projects and an early 

“wrap up” meeting, we didn’t work on site. However, in talking with Rachel Campbell, who was on her 

third May Biloxi trip, we felt that we probably accomplished at least as much, perhaps more, than we had 

on previous trips. On those trips, there were about 20 people on site, and there was a fair amount of 

“downtime”. With only the 5 of us on site, we were busy constantly. 

  Having fewer of us also made consensus a much easier task, and it seemed that personalities 

melded quite nicely. We ate out more frequently than usual, saw all the typical sites, and did a tour of 

houses that Livingston Cares had worked on in previous trips. We also did a lot of “fun” things, like the 

Beach campfire in 25 mph winds…yes we were able…with some creativity…to get the fire lit and keep it 

going, and  the Davis Bayou in Ocean Springs. 

  On Wednesday morning we presented the Livingston Cares service award to Rev. Alice Graham, 

Executive Director of Back Bay Mission, and Benji Benzschawel- Site Coordinator for Back Bay 

Mission. 

I have a very strong feeling that the students really had a very positive experience on this trip and 
very much enjoyed the small group experience that we had. 
` 

Trip Participants
Craig Bolesky* 

Kevin Pierce   

Rachel Campbell 

Abigail Vensel 

Cynthia Medina

 
*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 

__________________________  
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Report on Livingston CARES May 2017 

Service Trip to Brooklyn  | Prepared by Holly Harvey 

 

On May 14, 2017 five students and I headed to Brooklyn for five days of working with the St. Bernard’s 
Project on homes still affected by the consequences of Hurricane Sandy.   We appreciated the welcome 
and housing of the Red Hook Holiness Church in the Red Hook section of Brooklyn.  

 Our first day was spent canvasing homes in the area in which we were going to work to advise 
homeowners that help was still available to address damage problems from Hurricane Sandy.  Our last 4 
days of work were spent doing demolition on the lower floor of a three story home.  The lower floor 
sustained water damage which, over time, lead to mold and mildew.  After mold treatment had been 
completed demolition could begin.  Since the home was brick and block, there was a lot of chipping and 
chiseling to remove any mortar and materials that might still harbor any mold.  By Friday we were ready 
to begin replacing drywall.  

 We enjoyed our work in Brooklyn and exploring that area of New York City. 

 

Trip Participants
Holly Harvey* 

Sara Rosenblatt        

Allan Roberts 

Brianna Schibley-Laird  

Alayna Caifano 

Tailynn Thompson  
*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 
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Report on Livingston CARES January 2018 

Service Trip to Florida | Prepared by Holly Harvey 

  
This was our first visit to Florida. A very early start from Buffalo gave us some time to explore 

the area.  We visited the Manatee Viewing Center at Apollo Beach.   Our group of thirteen women were 

welcomed by the Anona United Methodist Church in Largo where we stayed for the week. 

We travelled to Port Richey to work on homes damaged by Hurricane Hermine.  Our crew 

worked at one house for four days.  We liked working with Jack, the homeowner.  His home had roof 

damage from that hurricane which allowed water to leak into the house causing severe mold issues.  The 

roof had been replaced and damaged material removed so that we could work on reconstruction. 

One group sanded, prepped for painting, primed and painted.  Another group laid flooring.   The 

flooring group split into two flooring groups allowing the second flooring  group to work on floor 

replacement in another home.  A third group at Jacks blew in insulation in the crawl space, customized 

storage and worked on tying up loose ends. We worked at a third home,  moving household items, so that 

a roof crew could come to repair her roof. 

What a great group and a very productive week.  Thanks to the Methodist organization for 

providing us with these projects.  We all appreciated being able to make a difference for Jack and the 

other homeowners. .  They all sincerely appreciated our help. 

We had an opportunity to watch the sun set over the Gulf of Mexico at Clearwater Beach.  With a 

late departure on Saturday we also were able to spend a few hours at Ybor City in Tampa. 

 

Trip Participants
Holly Harvey* 

Cayley Brege 

Josephine Kwan 

Courtney Dunn 

Wendy Stevenson* 

Kelly Bennett 

Celeste Lim 

Kayla Ventura 

Rio Nakamura 

Amanda Baron 

Madison Tartaro 

Dani Alt 

Casey Hoffman

*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 
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Report on Livingston CARES January 2018 

Service Trip to Beaumont, Texas | Prepared by Garth Freeman 

After the devastating flooding caused by Hurricane Harvey, Livingston CARES organized a 

service trip to support people directly impacted in the Houston, TX area. We worked with the Texas 

Annual Conference of Methodists Disaster Ministries to host and place our 13 volunteers in a church in 

Beaumont, TX, which is an hour and a half from Houston. The group of volunteers is made up of two 

group leaders: Anjoo Sikka, the Dean of the School of Education, and Garth Freeman, Coordinator of 

Student Volunteerism and Community Engagement. Two Student Leaders are helping to coordinate 

efforts on the ground: Gold Mentors Dilynn Livesey and Austin Mann. The team is rounded out with ten 

SUNY Geneseo Students from an array of majors and years, along with one student from Mercyhurst 

College in Erie, PA. 

  The group worked to remediate one resident’s house of water damage, mold, and wind damage 

from Hurricane Harvey. We removed drywall and sheeting from the walls and several layers of flooring 

to prepare for the necessary rebuilding to make the home safe and free of mold and moisture. The resident 

was in the hospital when the hurricane and flood came through the area and was not able to have the 

damage to his home addressed by the many groups that mobilized in the days after the storm.  The 

students collectively, and selflessly, served 100’s of hours removing ceilings, molding, walls, insulation, 

and flooring side by side with the homeowner and his son. Importantly, they got to spend time with the 

homeowner and his son, to share stories and connect through common experiences, differences in culture, 

and laughter, lots of laughter. The energy and spirit of this group was truly inspiring, they quickly 

coalesced into an efficient and effective team, with each member finding their role and utilizing their 

strengths and skills. We all had the opportunity to build lasting relationships and memories that will 

benefit our careers and personal lives into the future. 
 

Trip Participants
Garth Freeman* 

Dilynn Livesey** 

Madeline Staiger 

Nathan Brand 

Anjoo Sikka* 

Kylie Papagelos 

Kaylee Hausrath 

Taylor Gerner  

Austin Mann** 

Amanda Daniels 

Mary Hilton 

Elyse Fuerst 

Maddison Tucker

*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 

**Denotes student leader 
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Report on Livingston CARES March 2018 

 Service Trip to Brooklyn | Prepared by Timothy Lowmaster 

Our group stayed at the SUNY Geneseo apartment in the Red Hook neighborhood of Brooklyn, 

New York. 

During our stay we worked through the auspices of SBP (St Bernard Project) to rehabilitate a 

home in the Far Rockaway neighborhood of New York City.  In addition, we assisted SBP in 

disseminating information about their programs and services to the neighborhoods of Staten Island, NY 

still recovering from the devastation of Superstorm Sandy. 

Our rehabilitation work was mainly drywall reparation (spackling and sanding) in the home of a 

retired couple. Some of our crew also helped in removing lead based paint from another area of the same 

house.  At the end of our time on Rockaway Island, the client’s living room walls had been transformed 

from “naked” dry wall, to a surface ready for the next crew to paint. 

During our off hours, we explored Red Hook and enjoyed some of the famous local cuisine 

(Lucali Pizza and Defonte’s sandwich shop).  In addition, we spent our Friday evening making a sojourn 

into Manhattan, visiting Rockefeller Center, Central Park, Broadway, and Times Square. 

  
  

Trip Participants
Timothy Lowmaster* 

Caleb Arens 

Adam Clarke 

Jessica Tremper 

Laura Huff 

Udeshi Seneviratne
*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 
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Report on Livingston CARES March 2018 

Service Trip to Florida | Prepared by Nicholas Palumbo 

Our team landed in Florida on Sunday March 11, 2018. After making the 40-minute drive to the 

ANONA Methodist United Church in Largo, Florida, we met with the coordinator at the church, Jill 

Hockin. After eating, Jill took us to the Sunday youth group. After watching the youth group play music 

and worship, we were brought on stage and formally introduced by Jill. 

On Monday, our crew was up early to prepare for the 90-minute drive to Hudson, FL. Rich 

Lubanski, took our crew to the home of Ramona. After assessing the needs at Ramona’s house, it was 

decided, that three people would dedicate the week to finish the remaining work at Ramona’s House and 

the other members of our crew would work on a nearby house. 

After making the decision to divvy up the work, four of our crewmembers made the 15-minute 

drive across town to Tracey’s house. Tracey and her daughter have been rebuilding their home for over a 

year. Like Ramona’s house, a substantial amount of work from service groups has transformed Tracy’s 

home. The following includes a brief description of the work accomplished at both sites: 

Ramona’s House: The focus of this project was to finish the restoration of a bathroom off the 

master bedroom. Ramona’s entire house had been ravaged by the storm. We were tasked with hanging 

drywall, cutting tile, laying tile, plumbing, and running electrical. In addition, our crew installed a bathtub 

and sink for the homeowner. Given that the homeowner cares for nine people, this additional washroom 

will dramatically impact the quality of life for Ramona’s family. 

Tracey’s house: The focus of this project was to finish the restoration of a room off the exterior 

of the house. This room was originally an add-on to the home. However, flooding from the hurricane 

destroyed the room. We were tasked with mudding, sanding, priming, texturing, and painting the room. 

After finishing the job – our crew reorganized and moved all of the contents into the finished room. 

         At the end of the week, our crew was able to finish up the work at both sites. As we pulled away 

from these two houses, we did so with a sense of completion, gratitude to past service groups, and with a 

deep respect for the families we served. 

 
Trip Participants

Nicholas Palumbo* 

Teresa Cappiello 

Sean Smith* 

Jessica Schips 

Marykate McHale 

Erick Herrera 

Shannon Sviter

*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member    
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Report on Livingston CARES March 2018 

Service Trip to Texas | Prepared by Bridget Beerman 

We arrived at the Westbury United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas on March 11th and got 

settled into our accommodations, and ate some traditional Tex Mex from Fuzzy's Tacos. On Monday, we 

started at the home of Mary Wright who had to walk out of her home during Harvey in chest deep flood 

waters. That day we tore down all the drywall and sprayed all of the remaining wood structure with 

concrobium mold control. Tuesday we helped the Texas United Methodist Disaster Ministries set up their 

newly obtained office. This included packing up and moving the belongings of the previous occupant and 

coordinating technology so that they can finally have a central work space for all their coordinators. After 

we finished our work day our team headed down to the famous Kemah Boardwalk to enjoy carnival food, 

the shore, and some fun rides. 

         Our team spent Wednesday putting several coats of primer on the exterior of Pyppa Johnson's 

home. Our coordinator for that day let us go at about 3pm so that we could hurry home, and make our 

way to the Houston Rodeo which happened to be in town while we were there! Everyone grabbed some 

food from the numerous food stands that included Tex Mex, barbeque, and funnel cakes. We walked 

around the stadium, saw all the booths of cowboy boots, and watched the livestock show. We then made 

our way to the NRG Arena to watch the rodeo. After the Rodeo there was a One Republic concert that we 

were able to stay and watch. Thursday and Friday we were at the home of Miss Patty. There we painted 

several interior structures including kitchen cabinets, an entertainment center, and a desk which had been 

newly installed. Miss Patty dealt with post-hurricane flooding of 2-3 feet along with additional damage 

when her garage door became unsecured during Hurricane Harvey. Thursday evening we went to The 

Teahouse Tapioca & Tea around the corner to try bubble tea. Friday night we enjoyed one final meal as a 

team at The Beaver in Houston to get one last Texas Barbeque meal and some delicious bread pudding! 

         Overall we were able to work at 4 work sites and with 5 coordinators from the Texas United 

Methodist Disaster Ministries. We were able to experience different types of food and experience Texas 

while helping homeowners and hearing their stories. 

Trip Participants
Bridget Beerman* 

Lauren McKinnon 

Michael Cohen 

Megan Petty 

Kaitlyn McNulty 

Caitlin Leonard 

Caitlin Castelletti 

Victoria Bui

*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 
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Report on Livingston CARES March 2018 

Service Trip to Puerto Rico | Prepared by Betsy Colon 

We were stationed in Patillas located in the southeastern part of the island. Six months after 

Hurricane Maria struck the island on September 20, 2017. Our official host in PR was the Methodist 

Church of Puerto Rico. Mr. Jason Frazer assisted SUNY Geneseo’s Livingston CARES with the overall 

planning of our trip. Our team was assigned a Spanish translator, Mr. Angel DeJesus. Alongside the 

Methodist Church of Puerto Rico is an organization called Re-Ace. Re-Ace assigned us several projects; 

often we worked together and other times we were split up to various project and locations. The following 

is a some of the work we did: Painted a rooftop at a pastor’s home. Removed debris from a homeowner’s 

yard. Scraped the cement walls of an interior small bathroom and painted it. Dug an estimated 250-foot 

drainage trench, 12-inches deep at a Methodist Church.  

Our lodging accommodations were at a women’s retreat center named Campamento de Mujeres 

de Patillas (Camp). It is a non-profit organization relying on donations and volunteers. Meals were 

provided to us by the Camp volunteers. One woman we met, Liliana Rodriguez, shared that the hurricane 

lasted 45 minutes to an hour. Upon stepping out of her home and seeing the devastation left behind, she 

could do nothing but cry. Hurricane Maria’s aftermath was visible everywhere you looked in the area we 

stayed at and beyond. We were given the opportunity to visit a local elementary school, Casa de Niños 

Montessori, Escuela Guillermo Riefkohl. This school is still without electricity, which is a hazard to the 

children that attend. While in PR, we received a special visit from Mr. Peter Velz of External Affairs at 

the State University of New York. During the time with us, Mr. Velz learned of the projects we were 

given and met many of the locals.  

The Puerto Ricans we encountered were incredibly appreciative of all the work we were able to 

complete in the short time we were there. As for the team itself, we became a unit during this journey. 

This experience has given us a deep connection with each other. Our trip provided us with a glimpse of 

PR’s present state that will forever remain in our hearts. 

Trip Participants
Betsy Colon* 

Brianna Pollard 

Dani Alt 

Rene Koziel* 

Michael Wall 

Hannah Burns 

Ronald Wall* 

Sean Nanos   

Theresa Robert 

Kameron Kostolansky

*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 
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Report on Give Kids the World March 2018 

Alternative Spring Break Trip | Prepared by David Parfiit  
Once we arrived, it was straight to Give Kids The World for our first volunteer shifts throughout 

the Village. Students gleefully delivered pizza, gave carousel rides, attended to the castle, and met 
families for the first time. Sunday morning, after our long day of travel and work in the Village, we were 
right back at it with an especially early 7:30 am report time due to daylight savings time.  

After a morning where we served ice cream, more carousel rides, and helped families place stars 
in the castle, it was back to our vacation rental house for a nap and swim. Universal Studios hosted our 
group at their brand-new Volcano Bay water park.  After we dried off, it was back to the Village for the 
weekly Halloween party where we distributed candy to trick-or-treating wish families, scooped ice cream, 
and delivered cookies. Tuesday, we served breakfast to wish families eager to get going to the theme 
parks.  In the evening we were back to play games, give manicures, and offer carousel rides.  We also 
helped to host a special surprise birthday party for GKTWs mascot – Mayor Clayton.  

Our one, full day off Universal Studios invited us out for the day at their theme parks, even 
surprising us to ride in one of the floats in the Mardi Gras parade and throw beads to the crowd. Every 
Thursday at GKTW is Winter Wonderland.  Santa visits every week and distributes gifts to all the 
children.  The evening is capped by the Winter Wonderland parade, and my Alternative Break students 
threw themselves into their roles. 

 Our last full day in Florida, and we were determined to make the most of it.  Before our final 
volunteer shift, we met up with GKTW communications representative (and fellow Geneseo grad) Emily 
Wagner for a photo with the group from her school. Once again, we served and delivered food, staffed the 
castle and carousel, and gave makeovers in Twinkle Hope’s Rockin Spa. Alas, our week had ended. A 
few tears were shed, but it’s wonderful knowing that GKTW is always there for those that need it. 

Trip Participants 

David Parfitt*  

Chris Cummins** 

Shea Kinsella**  

Hannah Chase 

Casey Mae Filiaci  

Gus Formato  

Olivia Kerr 

Angela Norris  

Stephanie Pearl  

Mary Pezzimenti  

Sara Reppenhagen  

Tess Romano  

Danielle Schulman 

Chrystyna Tsuvanyk 

*Denotes a faculty member/staff member/alumni/community member 

** Denotes a student leader  
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Linking Hands for Learning Continues School Construction Efforts in 

Rural Nicaragua  
Two-room school to be built in El Papalón.  

 Over the past six years the non-profit organization, Linking Hands for Learning has built schools 

in seven different communities in rural Nicaragua. This has been accomplished through generous 

donations, which have been collected here in the United States. Livingston Cares continues to be an 

important partner. “It’s been a team effort. Livingston Cares has supported this work from the beginning, 

and has made an incredible difference in the lives of countless children,” says Jeanine Lupisella, co-

founder of Linking Hands for Learning. Along with her husband, Rob, they created this non-profit 

organization and have encouraged others to travel with them to Nicaragua to assist with the construction 

effort. Since they began building schools there, over eighty individuals have volunteered and traveled to 

El Sauce, Nicaragua to assist with the construction efforts.  

They will be traveling with a team of twenty-one volunteers and will soon begin construction on 

April 2, 2018. The community of El Papalón, where the project will take place, is 17 kilometers outside 

the town of El Sauce, Nicaragua. It will take an hour by truck, traveling over rugged terrain, for the 

volunteers to arrive at the construction site each day. The current structure being used, which houses the 

preschool program and students in grades one through three, is in desperate need of replacement. The 

walls of this makeshift school consist of bricks and wire, with wood pillars which are rotting away. Due 

to frequent seismic activity in Nicaragua, the entire structure is vulnerable to failure and collapse. Sixteen 

first, second and third grade students are attending school in this building. The teachers are expecting 

additional students next year, which makes the need for a new school even greater. The volunteers all 

raised at least $300 to support the construction effort, and paid for their own travel expenses. Fundraising 

occurs only to help assist with construction costs, as Linking Hands for Learning, requires that traveling 

volunteers pay for their own expenses.  
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Home Away From Home Respite Center 
Reported by Sharon Leary, Manager 

           The purpose of the Home Away from Home Respite Center is to provide respite care for 

individuals with Alzheimer’s, dementia, and memory-related diseases in Livingston County. The program 

focuses on three components: relieving caregiver stress, enhancing the lives of individuals living with 

memory-related diseases, and promoting intergenerational contact between local senior citizens and 

college-aged students to enrich the lives of both generations.           

           The program operates out of the Interfaith Center, adjacent to the SUNY Geneseo campus, and 

has had a holding account with Livingston Cares since February 2016. Student volunteers are integral to 

the success of this community-based program. After receiving training from the Alzheimer’s Association, 

volunteers provide companionship to clients, plan out daily activities, and give caregivers a much needed 

break. While it may seem small, these breaks reduce caregiver burnout and allow caregivers time to focus 

on their own needs. As one caregiver says, “I was surprised with the feeling I had the first time I left my 

mother-in-law at the center. I had peace of mind. I knew she was safe while I took care of some errands. It 

also made me aware of how much I worry about her when I do leave her alone for short periods.” 

          Since October 2016, sixteen students have served as respite volunteers or interns under 

AmeriCorps VISTA member, Jessie Gyr. Each student makes a semester-long commitment, but many 

students end up serving for multiple semesters since they find it to be a meaningful, positive experience. 

Collectively, these students have dedicated over 1,000 hours of service to Home Away from Home. In 

addition, Home Away from Home has held 36 respite sessions since October 2016, providing 144 hours 

of respite care for local families. The program runs on suggested contributions and donations to prevent 

finances from being a barrier for participation. Home Away from Home hopes to expand respite services 

into the summer of 2017. Additionally, work is being done to secure funding for program continuation 

after AmeriCorps VISTA involvement ends in July 2017. 
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Individual Contributors to Livingston CARES
Deborah & James Allen 

Alberto Alonso  

Gerard & Kathleen Alonzo 

Patrick & Sandra Argentieri  

Elise Arnerson 

Marissa Arrowiod 

Karen & Kenneth Bailey 

Douglas Baldwin & Marion          

Blanhopf 

Susan L. Bartholomew 

Barbara  Battaglia 

Denise Battles 

Norm Bauer 

Anna Beltramine 

Eliana Bernard  

Alfred & Cheryl Berner 

James A. Boiani 

Catherine & Robert Bonfiglio 

Anita Bowersox 

Barbara Boyce 

William & Charlotte 

Brummett 

Meghan Bucci 

Patrick Buckley 

Lisa Burns 

Sherri L. Bush 

Bruce & Rona Byers 

Rachel Campbell 

James Carlisle 

Tyler Carrick 

Laurel & Rock Castor 

Susan Chichester 

Barbara Christiansen 

Niels & Barbara Christiansen 

Courtney Ciardullo 

Elaine Cleeton 

Roger & Kathleen Collins 

Gary & Shirley Cox 

Stephanie Crissman 

Victoria Ann Cunningham 

Christopher Dahl 

Amanda Daniels 

Heidi Davis 

Linda  Deats 

Ganie DeHart 

Andrea Digiorgio 

Susan & Daniel Dimpfl 

Paul Dotterweich 

Monica Durkee 

Reese Dziendziel  

Celia Easton 

Rita & Peter Elliott 

Mark & Angela Ellis 

Robert & Joan Ellison 

Maryellen Felter 

Casey Mae Filiaci  

Mary Ann Fink 

Mary & Thomas Frantz  

Garth Freeman  

Emily R.  Froome 

Ivan Gabriele 

Ruth Gibson 

Caroline Gill 

Mark & Angela Gillespie 

Sandra Glantz 

Beth Godfrey 

Sheila & William Goodman 

Margaret Goodridge 

Tom Greenfield 

Paul Griffen 

Maizy Guyer  

Marlene Hamilton 

Patricia Hamilton-Rodgers 

Timothy & Pamela 

Hammond 

Marjorie Harding 

Holly & Russell Harvey 

Kaylee Hausrath  

Samantha Hebel 

John Helsinki 

Jean Hennessy 

Marie Henning 

Paula M. Henry 

Brook Hershenhorn 

Ronald & Ellen Herzman 

Brad & Debbie Hill 

Jonathan Hoose 

Tony Hoppa 

Linda  House 

Connie Hurlburt 

Wayne Irwin 

Walter & Marie Isaac 

Carol Ivsan 

Carol Jackman 

Christopher J. Jadlos 

James Jackson 
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Bradley & Catherine Jason 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Herbert & Carroll Jones 

Kathleen & Phil Jones 

Kenneth & Colleen Kallio 

Jennifer Katz 

Alicja Kazmierowska 

Jim Kennedy 

Tamara Kenney 

Thomas Kilcullen 

Kimberly Kipfer 

Marilyn Klotz 

Keith Koch 

Cara Kowalski 

Paul & Sheri Kreher 

Yvonne Krempasky 

Dianne Krenzer 

Lauren Lambie 

Eddie & Kim Binaghi Lee 

Tiffany Lee 

Lyle & Margaret Lehman 

Maria Leonard  

Maria Lima 

Dilynn Livesey  

Timothy & Nancy 

Lowmaster 

Sandra Macaulay 

Douglas J. MacKenzie 

Carolyn MacTurk 

Anthony & Jean Macula 

Anthony  Macula 

Austin Mann 

Melissa Masko 

Margaret & Arnold Matlin 

Edith Matthews 

Jeffrey & Julie Matthews 

Tom & Betsy Matthews 

Eva Martinez  

Ray McCagg 

Paula McClure 

Donald & Ruthmary 

McConnell 

Beth McCoy 

Marilyn & Elliott 

McDonough 

Susan McKenna 

Doug McKenzie 

James & Shirley McNally 

Kaitlyn McNulty  

Myrtle Merritt 

Barbara Mestler 

Gwen Myers 

Ethan Nagasing 

Phil Natoli 

Olympia  Nicodemi 

Kathleen O’Brien  

Susan & John O'Hearn 

Robert & Cynthia Oswald 

Robert Owens 

Kylie Papagelos  

Megan Petty  

David & Mary Anne Pitcher  

Brianna Pollard  

Sue Rabe 

Jennifer Regalsky 

Marcia & Gary Reynolds 

Richard Reynolds 

Terry & Janet Reynolds 

Ralph & Helen Ristiano  

Connie Rockco 

Fatima Rodriguez Johnson 

Leah Root 

Diane Rutigliano 

Leonard Sancilio 

John Saugy 

Michael Sauter 

Paul & Barbara Schmied 

Gail Serventi 

Suzanne Sharp 

Richard & Cynthia Sheflin 

Marie & Joseph Shero 

Druzell Smith  

James & Arleen Somerville 

Beth Standish 

Lynda Standish 

Bill & Joan Stein 

Wendy Stevenson 

Colleen Steward 

Barbara & David Stewart 

Albert & Carol Stockslader  

Margaret Stolee 

George Sullivan 

Michael Teres 

Tom Thompson 

Charlotte Torres 

Gary Towsley 

Kathleen Trainor 

George & Beth Traver 

James & Barbara Walker 

Edward C. Wallace 

R.D. Wayland-Smith 

Linda Weaver 
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Joyce Wechsler 

Julia Wertheim  

Carol Williams 

Tom Wilson 

David & Julie Woods 

Wilbur Wright 

Sarah Yo

  

Business, Community, and Student Organization Contributors to 

Livingston CARES
AmazonSmile Foundation 

Another Time Antiques - 

Barbara Boyce 

Bank of New York-Mellon: 

Gerald J & Kathleen C 

Alonzo 

Center for Community - 

SUNY Geneseo 

Central Presbyterian Church 

Class of 2002 - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Class of 2004 - SUNY 

Geneseo 

College Democrats - SUNY 

Geneseo 

College Senate - SUNY 

Geneseo 

CSEA - Geneseo Chapter 

Dansville Free Methodist 

Church: Maureen Paulman 

Excellus Health Plan, INC.  

Genesee Valley Pennysaver 

Geneseo Central School 

District 

Geneseo Foundation 

Geneseo Garden Club 

Geneseo Rotary 

Geneseo Summer Festival 

Geneseo United Methodist 

Church 

Golden Key Honor Society 

Good Search Internet 

Habitat for Humanity - 

SUNY Geneseo 

Inter-Greek Council - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Interfaith Center - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Japanese Culture Club - 

SUNY Geneseo 

Kiwanis Club of Geneseo 

Inc. 

Lanpher Financial Group 

Livingston County News 

Livingston Ladies Golf 

Association 

Livingston-Wyoming ARC 

Livonia Garden Club  

Multicultural Program Board 

- SUNY Geneseo 

Nassau Residence Hall - 

SUNY Geneseo 

Network for Good 

Pavilion Central School Ski 

Club 

Royal Lady Knights - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Senator Volker Campaign 

Committee 

Sociology Club - SUNY 

Geneseo 

St. Michael's Church 

Student & Campus Life - 

SUNY Geneseo 

Student Association at SUNY 

Geneseo 

SUNY Geneseo 

United Presbyterian Stone 

Church 

United Way of the Greater 

Capital Region, Inc.  

United Way of Greater 

Rochester 

UUP -Geneseo Chapter 

Vanguard Charitable 

Wegmans Food Marke
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Individual and Organization Contributors to the Haiti Relief 

Fund
Access Opportunity 

Programs 

Allegany Hall - SUNY   

Geneseo 

Gerard & Kathleen Alonzo 

Jeff & Liz  Argentina 

Irene Belyakov 

Patricia Barber 

Rebecca Benner in honor of  

   Rose-Marie Chierici 

Larry & Fran Blackman 

Kenneth Book 

A.C. Bowerson 

Anita Bowersox & Anne 

Baldwin in honor of Barbara 

& Wayne Mahood Bowersox 

Carla J. Brugnoni 

M. Cashman 

College Union & Activities 

Olga Iris Colon 

James & Brenda Conlon 

Abbi Cox 

Elizabeth A. Cox 

Dante House 

Alexander Decker 

Bridget Dunn 

Dr. Celia Easton 

Rebecca Fasciano 

Johnnie & Crystal Ferrell 

Figure Skating Club 

Sandra & John Glantz 

Marlene Hamilton 

Paula M. Henry 

Brad & Debra Hill 

Marianne Houghton 

Eric Huppert 

Inter-Greek Council 

Intervarsity Christian 

Fellowship 

Deborah Krueger 

Christina & Robert Lillpopp 

Maria Lima 

Livingston Hall - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Margaret & Arnold Matlin 

Raymond & Roseann Mayo 

Kerry  McKeever 

Timothy & Mary McMahon 

Hein Namkoong 

Nassau Hall - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Network for Good 

Niagara Hall Counsel 

Eileen A. O'Brien 

Dan Repinski 

Sharon L. Roach 

Ethel Rost 

Royal Lady Knights - SUNY 

Geneseo 

Barbara & David Seely 

Stephen & Susan Sink 

Beth Standish 

William Stein 

Student Association at SUNY 

Geneseo 

Maria Suarez 

Suffolk Hall Council - SUNY 

Geneseo 

David & Francisca Tamarin 

Michael Teres 

Gary & Olympia  Towsley 

Nicodemi Towsley 

United University 

Professions 

Elsje H. Van Munster 

James & Barbara Walker 

Wyoming Hall - SUNY 

Geneseo
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Contributors to the Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund
Matthew N. H.  Andrews 

Marlene A. Arnold 

Karen & Kenneth Bailey 

Susan M. Bell 

James & Mary Blye 

Catherine & Bob Bonfiglio 

Central Presbyterian Church 

Alessandro & Rose-Marie 

Chierici 

Delta Phi Epsilon Sorority 

Mary Theresa Driscoll 

Robert & Joan H. Ellison 

S. Fallon 

Joseph J. & Imelda Gallagher 

Geneseo Foundation 

Girl Scouts of Western New 

York 

Mary Anne Green Cody 

Bridget Greene 

Timothy & Pamela 

Hammond 

Brad & Debbie Hill 

Rachel Howell O'Neill 

Elizabeth C. Johnson 

Kathleen & Phil Jones 

Kenneth & Colleen  Kallio 

Lawrence & Carol Kane 

Tiffany H. Lee 

Lyle & Margaret Lehman 

Maria  Lima 

Theresa A. Little 

Georgie & Andrew Macauley 

Joseph Marten 

Jeffrey & Julie Matthews 

Thomas & Betsy Matthews 

Philip Natoli 

Niagara Hall Council 

Eileen O'Brien 

Onondaga Hall 

Anna & Thomas Pastore 

Leonard & Sharon Sancilio 

Amanda & Michael Sauter 

Thomas E.  Schoder 

Beth Standish 

Myra Tate Herlihy 

United University 

Professions 

Zeta Beta Xi 
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Contributors to the El Sauce Project
Jeanne & Whitney  Abbot 

Accu-Vest Planning Inc. 

Holly Adams 

Holly Adams 

Elizabeth & Gary Albert 

Susan B. Allison 

Bruce Amey 

Michael Anuszkiewicz 

Melissa S. & Christopher M. 

Arber 

Patrick & Sandra Argentieri 

Michael R. & Jean Arlauckas 

Nipa & Mark E. Armbruster 

Nader & Jila  Asgary 

Nader & Jila Asgary 

Benjamin & Jeanette 

Atkinson 

Benjamin & Jeanette 

Atkinson 

Judith & John  Averill 

Judith & John Averill 

Mary K. Averill 

Avon Central School District 

Avon Lions Club 

Avon Rotary Club 

Avon United Methodist 

Women  

Keith W. Baker 

Laura Barcos 

Leslie D. Barkin 

Raiel Barlow 

Barbara Battaglia 

Bears Management Group 

Jen Beaven 

Kingsley & Laima Beck 

Brian & Gail Bedell 

Brian & Gail Bedell 

Nancy & Kevin Bellimer 

Dennis P. & Renee L. 

Bernhardt 

Dennis P. & Renee L. 

Bernhardt 

David & Amy Bidelman 

 Bill Wall Electric 

Janet L. Bird 

 Bittersweet Mercantile, Inc. 

 Bloomfield Rotary Club 

Charles G. Blum 

Charles Blum & Lynn 

Malooly 

Laura S. & Christopher J. 

Bond 

Roger Boone 

Rick & Jennifer Boor 

Gerald R.  Borkhuis 

Gregory & Tonia Borrosch 

Lisa A. Bouchard 

Marne Brady 

Colleen Brennan-Barry 

Caroline Brien 

Bert A. Brinkerhoff 

Michele C. Brothers 

William Brower 

Tammy Taylor-Brown & 

Gregory D. Brown 

Judy Brye 

Bruce B. Burritt 

Angela D. & Philip W. 

Burrows 

Angela D. & Phillip W. 

Burrows 

Colleen M. Callahan 

Joseph Callahan 

Dr. Bruce Capron 

Canandaigua National Bank 

Phillip P. & Jeanne G. 

Carlivati 

Margaret Cashman 

Nancy J. Chirico 

Chittenango Rotary 

Foundation Inc. 

Anita Christiano 

Daniel & Dixie Christiano 

Patricia & William 

Christiano 

Nancy Cipollone-Boone 

Glenn N. & Maria L. Clark 

Clipson M. & Melinda A. 

Class 

Sonia & Michael Cliffel  

Robert Cody 

Maureen Coen 

Harold & Mary F. Cole 

Coler Natural Insulation 

Betsy L. Colon 
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Douglas C. & Robin E. 

Conner 

Kelli H. & David C. Conner 

Patricia L. Conrad 

Christina Consas 

Roger S. & Margaret M. 

Converse 

Scott S. & Kathleen A. 

Converse 

Ray Cook 

Tracey Rose Cook 

William G. & Debra Cook 

James J. & Rebecca S. 

Corcoran 

Mr. & Mrs. Corey 

Michelle Cosner 

Allison C. Costello 

Frank Csapo 

Judith A. Day 

Amy. L Dayton-Leonard 

Robert L. & Sandra A. 

DeBruycker 

Michael F. Decillis 

Matthew J. & Shannon L. 

Decker 

Discount Carpets 

Mildred Dobbs Zemans 

Robert M. & Margaret A. 

Doggett 

Brian J. & Shanna M. 

Donovan 

Michelle S. Doreen 

Jerome D. & Kimberly A. 

Dougherty 

Ann Dunham 

Samantha H. Durfee 

Steven E. Durfee 

Celia A. Easton 

John & Karen Egan 

B. Wall Elet 

Katie R. Ellsworth 

 Employees of the Don Allen 

Agency 

Mark D. Evans, DBA 

Mary Ann Fink 

Barbara & Michael Finucane 

 Fire Station Service 

Marie C. Fitzsimmons 

Virginia M. & Dennis R. 

Floss 

Catherine A. Flynn 

Four Corners Optometry, PC 

David Friedlander 

Richard G. Gagnier, M.D. 

Denise M. Gambino 

Edward E. & Elizabeth 

Gartland 

Victoria Gashlin 

Warren & Kelly Geiger 

Geneseo Kiwanis Club 

Geneseo Rotary Club Inc. 

Matthew H. & Donna B. 

Getchell 

Daniel & Ryan Giorgis 

Cecilia Golden, Ph.D 

Carol L. & Harold A. 

Goodwin 

David F. Gordon 

Mickey D. Greenwich 

Carolyn & Jordan Grassl 

Linda Hagarty 

Phyllis Y. & James I. Hagen 

Robin W. & Bruce Hall 

Marlene Hamilton 

Douglas & Diana Harke 

Charles & Maaike Hartmann 

Harvey Davidson Sales 52 

Lorie L. & Frederick 

Helmbold 

Elizabeth Henderson 

David Heneham 

Jean Hennessey 

Barbara B. Herman 

Barbara Herman 

Barbara Herner 

Stephanie A. & Timothy C. 

Heywood 

HF-L Manor School 

Chris Hildebrandt 

James R & Laurene Hoffman 

Honeoye Falls Interact Club 

Honeoye Falls Lima Central 

School 

Honeoye Falls Lima Manor 

School 

Honeoye Falls Mendon 

Rotary 

Robert G. & Virginia A. 

House 

Kristin M. & Shawn P. 

Hughes 

Debora Jean Hummel 
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 Hurricane Technologies 

Alexis Irwin 

Christopher D. & Melissa C. 

Jacobs 

Jen Beaven 

Katherine M. & Harold C. 

Joint 

Thomas Joslin 

Michelle Kane 

Edward J. & Linda L. 

Kappen 

Paul T. & Michele 

Kavanaugh 

Daniel & Sara Kelly 

John B. & Beth E. Kingston 

Donald Kitzel 

Johannes & Patricia Kooman 

Paul M. & Erinna Kowhai 

Chen 

Carol H. Krebbs 

Sara E. Kuehl 

Thomas Lagrou 

Deborah L. & David E. 

Lamanna 

Joyce R. & Calvin A. Lathan 

Christopher A. Leforce 

Lisa Leonard 

Edward P. Lepkowski 

Eric A. & Erin F. Leuschner 

Christopher L & Aimee J. 

Lewis 

Monique Liberti 

Stephanie A. Livingston-

Heywood 

Andrew N. & Sharon R. 

Lonthair 

Gregoria Lopez 

Joseph T Loverdi  

Gardner B. & Molly Low 

Jacqueline C. Lum 

Adam F. & Erin. E. Lupisella 

Erin Lupisella 

Frank & Cathleen Lupisella 

Guy & Isabelle Lupisella 

Mark Lupisella 

Robert T. & Jeanine S. 

Lupisella 

Olivia MacDonald 

Anthony Macula 

Maggie's Magnets Fundraiser 

Lynn M. Malloy 

 Manor School 

Melissa Marquez 

Nancy Marquez 

Jane E. Matejcik 

Thomas & Elizabeth 

Matthews 

Elizabeth Mayewski 

Patrick J. & Barbara A. 

McCormick 

John D. & Mary A. 

McDonald 

Rosemary McEwen 

Adam C. & Amanda L. 

McFadden 

Theresa M. McGrath 

Aimee L. McLean 

Timothy & Mary McMahon 

Timothy P. & Mary R. 

McMahon 

Janet S. Meaney 

Charles R. & Dianne Miller 

Charles S. Morgan 

James P. & Nancy R. Morgan 

Kristal Mosher 

Holly A. Mullin 

Cathy Jo & Michael S. 

Murphy 

Kristen A. & Michael 

Murphy 

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Naber 

Laurel D. Nelson 

LindaBeth Nichols 

Glenda S. Nothnagle 

Timothy S. & Erika M. 

O'Brien 

Maureen & Eugene O'Connor 

Richard J. & Deborah L. 

Oberhofer 

Milagros Olivo Oette 

Phillip R. Palumbo 

Amy A. Panepinto 

Parent Teacher Association 

Susan C. Parker 

Karen L. Parkhurst 

Daniel T. & Vanetta Parshall 

Vanetta Parshall 

Ron & Joyce Peterson 

Jessica M. Pierce 

S. C. & M. S. Pilotte 

David & Mary Anne Pitcher 
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Elizabeth E. M. & Michael J. 

Pollard 

Andrew J. & Lisa. A. Pratt 

Sylvia & Patrick Quinn 

Brian J. Quintillion 

David & Laura Rahn 

Vanwuyckhuyse 

Carl R. Rapp 

Jordan & Elizabeth Reakes 

Jeffery & Laureen Reddish 

Debra Reid 

Elizabeth Reinhart 

James A. & Joan Reynolds 

Shannon Richmond 

Jennifer M. Robie 

Kelly J. Robinson 

Rochester Rotary Charitable 

Trust  

Richard Rock 

Rode Homes, Inc. 

Rob Sanford 

Robert W. Sanford 

Margery Saunders 

Jessica Scannell 

Sylvia Schaller 

John S. Scherer 

Carol Searing 

Jennifer L. & Brian M. 

Shannon 

Michael R. & Annie M. 

Shannon 

Michelle Short 

Juanita Sinisgalli 

Juanita Sinisgalli 

Skaneateles Rotary 

Foundation 

Janet Somes 

Peter H. & Eri H. Spaulding 

Spencerport Rotary Club 

St. Catherine's Church 

St. Pius Tenth Community 

Mary E. & Richard J. Stanton 

Carole S. Stephenson 

Franklynn M. & Carole S. 

Stephenson 

Rebecca M. & Thomas C. 

Stewart 

Roger D. & Nicole Stewart 

Jeremy A. Stillman 

William C. Stock 

Tracy Stoltz 

David Strassner 

David Strassner & Marne 

Brady 

Student Association at SUNY 

Geneseo 

Anthony J. & Sandra B. 

Suozzi 

James & Ann Sutton  

Jason J. & Audrey M. Taylor 

Daniel & Josephn Tellem  

The Parker Guest House 

The Smile Exchange 

Marybeth & Paul M. Then 

Russell & Kathleen Thomas 

Mary Ann J. & Robert S. 

Thompson 

Dr. Lynn Thurston 

Stephanie Tiberio 

Dr. James Wm. & Sally 

Tompsett 

Kevin W. & Susan E. 

Tompsett 

Kelley C. Tonra 

Phillip & Kari Trapskin 

Tristar Flooring Group, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs.  Trubisky 

Kimberly Van Camp 

Rikki Van Camp 

Kirk & Karen K. Vanderbilt 

Steven A. Vanderbilt 

William Vergo 

David & Pamela Viggiani 

Laura H. & Samuel J. 

Villanti 

Michele Lee & Christopher 

Paul Vincent 

James E. & Jean E. Vokes 

Thomas J. & Laurie A. 

Vonglis 

Rosemary Wahl 

Timothy L. & Kathleen E. 

Wahl 

Jane Walker 

Jennifer Walker 

Michael Walker 

William & Gail Walker 

Kara Purcell Walsh 

Ellen C. Weber 

Todd E. & Joanne M. Weber 

Webster Central School 

District 
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Janna Wilber 

Margery Wilkie 

Paul & Margaret Wutz 

Daniel, Andrea, Alice, David, 

& Matthew Yawman 

Helen A. Zamboni 

Holly Zehns 

Scott & Tracy Zollon 

Mike Zuber
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Contributors to Fall 2017 Hurricane Relief and Recovery Fund 
Anna Baldwin  

Patricia Barber  

Krissie Baresema  

Irene Belyakov-Godman  

Dennis & Suzanne Boor 

Community Health Alliance; 

Courtney King & Grace Song 

& Taylor Koons  

Ganie DeHart  

Stephen & Brenda Donahue  

Robert & Joan Ellison 

Flag Football/Stephen Mott  

Beth McCoy & William 

Harrison 

Katherine & Joseph 

Montemarano  

Parent Teacher Association 

Suzanna Rebright  

Beth Standish  

Student Association 
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Board of Directors 2017-2018 
 Tom Matthews, President 

Garth Freeman, Secretary 

Lyle Lehman, Treasurer 

Karen Bailey 

Craig Bolesky 

Tyler Carrick 

Brenda Donohue 

Joan Ellison 

Holly Harvey 

Marie Henning 

Laura Huff 

Kenneth Kallio 

Tamara Kenney 

Wes Kennison 

Eddie Lee 

Victoria Morales 

Alexander Mrozek 

Phil Natoli 

Amanda Paratore 

Jennifer Rogalsky 

Mike Sauter 

Amanda Sika 

Druzell Smith 
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Livingston CARES Trips History 

Hurricane Katrina Trips 

Dates # of Participants # of Students # of Community # of Faculty/ Staff/ Alumni 

 January 4-10, 2006 33 14 15 4 

 March 10-18, 2006 55 51 0 4 

 May 21-27, 2006 8 5 2 1 

  January 7-13, 2007 20 13 4 3 

 February 18-24, 2007 23 0 23 0 

 March 10-17, 2007 49 44 1 4 

  May 16-23, 2007 16 10 0 6 

  January 5-12, 2008 25 19 3 3 

 February 16-23, 2008 10 0 9 1 

 March 14-22, 2008 55 51 0 4 

May 18-24, 2008 15 8 5 2 

January 3-10, 2009 25 13 6 6 

February 15-21, 2009 11 0 11 0 
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  March 14-21, 2009 55 52 0 3 

May 17-23 2009 28 23 2 3 

January 3-10, 2010 29 18 6 5 

March 13-20, 2010 59 54 0 5 

    May 16-22, 2010 20 17 1 2 

     January 9-15, 2011 27 20 3 4 

    March 13-19, 2011 28 24 0 4 

    May 15-21, 2011 27 20 2 5 

 January 8-15, 2012 28 23 3 2 

    March 13-19, 2012 28 24 0 4 

    May 13-19, 2012 27 22 3 2 

    January 13-19, 2013 21 18 2 1 

    March 11-17. 2013 28 24 0 4 

    May 19-25, 2013 14 12 0 2 

    January 12-18,2014 20 18 0 2 

    March 16-22, 2014 21 18 1 2 
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    May 19-24, 2014 13 11 1 1 

    January 11-17,2015 21 16 1 4 

    March 15-21, 2015 21 18 1 2 

    May 17-23, 2015 13 11 1 1 

    January 10-19,2016 22 17 1 4 

    March 13-19, 2016 21 18 0 3 

    May 15-21, 2016 13 11 1 1 

    January 8-14, 2017 20 17 1 2 

    March 11-18, 2017 14 12 0 2 

May 14-20, 2017 5 4 1 0 

 40 Trips 968 750 109 108 

 

Fall 2017 Hurricane Relief and Recovery Trips 

 # of Participants  # of Students  # of Community  # of Faculty/Staff/Alumni 

January 7-13, 2018 TX 13 10 1 2 

January 7-13, 2018 FL 13 11 2 0 

March 10-17 2018 PR 10 7 2 1 

March 11-17 2018 TX 8 7 0 1 
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March 11-17 2018 FL 7 5 1 1 

5 Trips  51 40 6 5 

  

   Hurricane Sandy Trips to Staten Island/Long Island 

  # of Participants # of Students # of Community 
# of Faculty/ Staff/ Alumni 

January 13-19, 2013 19 12 2 5 

March 12-17, 2013 16 8 6 2 

May 19-25, 2013 7 5 1 1 

January 12-18, 2014 7 6 1 0 

March 16-22, 2014 14 7 6 1 

May 18-24, 2014 7 6 0 1 

January 11-17,2015 7 6 0 1 

March 15-21, 2015 7 6 1 0 

May 17-23, 2015 6 5 0 1 

January 10-19, 2016 7 6 0 1 

March 13-19, 2016 7 6 0 1 

May 15-21, 2016 5 4 0 1 
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March 12-18, 2017 6 5 0 1 

May 14-20, 2017 6 5 1 0 

March 11-17 2018 6 5 1 0 

14 Trips 127 92 19 16 

Give Kids the World 

  # of Participants # of Students # of Community 
# of Faculty/ Staff/ Alumni 

January 10-16, 2010 13 12 0 1 

January 10-16, 2011 14 12 1 1 

March 11-17. 2012 14 13 0 1 

March 11-17, 2013 14 13 0 1 

March 16-22, 2014 14 13 0 1 

March 14-21, 2015 14 13 0 1 

March 13-19, 2016 14 13 0 1 

March 12-18, 2017 14 13 0 1 

March 10-17, 2018 14 13 0 1 

9 Trips 125 115 1 9 
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Other Trips 

  # of Participants # of Students # of Community # of Faculty/ Staff/ Alumni 

2008 March-Ohio River 

Outing Club Trip 20 20 0 0 

2012 Sept 21-Southern Tier 

Flood Relief 24 22 0 2 

2014 Weekend of Service in 

Rochester 10 10 0 0 

2015 Mar 15-21 Stony Point, 

NY 5 5 0 0 

2015 Feb 20-22-Weekend of 

Service in Rochester 7 7 0 0 

2016 Feb 19-21 Weekend of 

Service in Rochester 8 8 0 0 

2017 Feb 24-26 Weekend of 

Service in Rochester 11 11 0 0 

2017 Mar 12-18 Detroit 7 6 0 1 

8 Trips 92 89 0 3 

Summary of All Livingston Cares Trips January, 2006 - March, 2018 

TOTAL: 63 Trips 1,363 1,086 135 141 
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Livingston CARES Financial Information 
  

LC Donations (3/31/18) Individuals and Organizations $59,382 

LC Government Grants Government 20,000 

LC Trips Fees Income 490,498 

LC Trip Scholarships Scholarships from CARES 28,362 

Fundraising Events Income from Dinners & Jailbreak 46,681 

Membership Fees Income 1,265 

LC Trip Expenses Expense 550,683 

Program Projects     

Athletic Department Flow-Through Donations Received 5,611 

General Disaster Relief Fund Donations Received 1,217 

Ghana Project Donations Received 7,434 

Haiti Relief Fund Donations Received 11,803 

HEROS Project Donations Received 1,130 

Hurricane Sandy Fund Donations Received 13,091 

Japan Relief Fund Donations Received 682 
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MLK Day of Service Donations Received 5,305 

Nicaragua Project Donations Received 99,939 

Respite Program Donations Received 28,055 

Typhoon Haiyan Relief Fund Donations Received 1,962 

Father Gordinier Special Fund Donations Received 4,500 

Italy Earthquake Fund Donations Received 628 

2017 Hurricane Fund Donations Received 2,761 

LC Projects     

Athletic Department Flow Through CARES Donations Paid Out 5,610 

Hurricane Katrina Donations and 

Grants 

CARES Donations Paid Out 10,405 

Hurricane Sandy Donations and Grants CARES Donations Paid Out 9,885 

River Clean-Up Project CARES Donations Paid Out 400 

LC Special Projects     

General Disaster Relief Fund CARES Expense 644 

Ghana Project CARES Expense 7,389 

Haiti Relief Fund CARES Expense 11,096 
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HEROS Project CARES Expense 1,057 

Japan Relief Fund CARES Expense 1,000 

MLK Day of Service CARES Expense 4,515 

Nicaragua Project CARES Expense 99,373 

Typhoon Haiyan Fund CARES Expense 2,000 

Respite Program CARES Expense 6,865 

Italy Earthquake Fund CARES Expense 623 

  

Volunteer Contributions Calculation Amount 

Work Trip Volunteers 1,363 trip fees ($200-$600) 490,498 

Donated Volunteer Hours 1,363 x 40 hours = 54,560 hours x 

$26.45/hour  

1,442,054 

Total LC Volunteer Contributions    $3,474,403 
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Kudos and Thanks 
  

Livingston CARES wishes to thank the following individuals and organizations for their special 

contributions and assistance with the trips, projects, programs, and the Volunteer Thank You Dinner. 

  

-   Craig Bolesky for leading the May 2017 and May 2018 service week trips to Biloxi 

-   Holly Harvey for leading the May 2017 service week trip to Brooklyn and the January 2018 service 

week trip to Florida  

-   Garth Freeman and Anjoo Sikka for leading the January 2018 service week trip to Texas  

--  Betsy Colon for leading the March 2018 service week trip to Puerto Rico  

-   Bridget Beerman for leading the March 2018 service week trip to Texas 

-   Nick Palumbo for leading the March 2018 service week trip to Florida 

-   Timothy Lowmaster for leading the March 2018 service week trip to Brooklyn  

-   Dave Parfitt for organizing and leading nine Give Kids the World service trips, including the 2018 

trip to Orlando 

-  Special thanks to Joan Ellison who is retiring from service as one of the founding members of the 

Board of Directors. Joan represented Livingston County during her years as the Director of the 

Livingston County Health Department and continued to serve in retirement as a board member (2015-

2018)  

-   Lyle Lehman for his continuing support and service as the Livingston CARES Treasurer 

-   Geneseo Philanthropic Chefs (Gary Towsley, Lynn Kennison, Glenn McClure, Paula McClure, 

Donna Kennison, Brenda Donohue, and Betsy Matthews) and George Hochbruckner and numerous 

other volunteers for catering the Gumbo-to-Go Dinners and the Volunteer Recognition Dinner 

-   Wegmans for supporting our volunteer and service programs 

-   Brian Ludemann for his work this year as our financial assistance and bookkeeper for Livingston 

CARES 

-   Paula McClure for her work on all of our Livingston CARES programs and for organizing and 

promoting Gumbo-to-Go and other events 

-   Beth Standish for managing and processing all the required paperwork for our Livingston CARES 

trips 

-   Barb Battaglia for helping with our administrative work and for correspondence with donors and 

other volunteers 

-   The Geneseo Interfaith Center for hosting our dinners 

-   President Denise Battles and the College for support of the Livingston CARES programs 
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-   Robert Bonfiglio, Vice President, Student and Campus Life for enabling Livingston CARES to do its 

work and for the support from the Division of Student and Campus Life 

-   Leonard Sancilio, Dean of Students and the Center for Community staff members for support and 

financial resources to help create and sustain Livingston CARES projects and programs 

-   Julie Matthews for her advice and preparation of our financial statements and tax documents 

-   Central Presbyterian Church of Geneseo for financial contributions, work-trip volunteers, and the use 

of the kitchen and social hall for fourteen Gumbo-to-Go Dinners 

-   Garth Freeman for serving as Livingston CARES Secretary, and for his numerous contributions, 

fresh ideas, and innovations in the programs and management of the organization 

-   Stephen Mott for coordinating and carrying out the Livingston CARES Flag Football Fundraiser to 

raise money in response to the Fall 2017 hurricanes 

-   Connie Rockco, Harrison County Supervisor, for her continued support of Livingston CARES and 

for always taking time to talk with our service week volunteers 

-   Back Bay Mission staff for housing Livingston CARES volunteers and providing amazing and life 

changing opportunities to our students 

-  United Methodist Annual Conference organizations (UMCOR) in Florida, Texas and Puerto Rico for 

providing housing accommodations and supervision of our 2018 service weeks volunteers.  

-   SUNY Geneseo and Livingston County and the surrounding communities for supporting our mission 

-   Individuals and community organizations for donating funds to support Livingston CARES programs 

and affiliated public charities 

-   Robert Lupisella for organizing an annual service trip to build schools in Nicaragua and to Kellan 

Morgan for his work with the Enlace Project 

-   Tyler Carrick, Marie Henning, Laura Huff, Victoria Morales, Alexander Mrozek, Amanda Paratore, 

Amanda Sika, and Druzell Smith, for their volunteer work on multiple Livingston CARES service trips 

and for their service on the Board of Directors 

-   Best wishes to graduating seniors Tyler Carrick, Victoria Morales, Amanda Paratore, Amanda Sika, 

and Druzell Smith.  

-   A special thanks to Student Association for continued support of our volunteers with funding for 

grants ($4,000.00 in 2018) to assist individual students as well as general support for our Biloxi trips 

-   All of our 1,364 volunteers, including 1,087 students, 135 community residents, and 141 

faculty/staff/alumni and trip leaders who have participated in 63 Livingston CARES service trips 
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Reflections and Quotes 

 
“This trip allowed me to not only work alongside great people but also to meet wonderful people who had 

such a positive energy and outlook on life even though they were impacted very negatively by hurricanes. 

It was a great experience and I learned a lot.” – 2018 January Florida Participant 

  

"This trip really made an impact on my life in many ways. The one that stands out most to me, is how I 

will be more aware as an educator. It taught me to be understanding that some students may not have the 

resources to get school supplies, that they may be grumpy because they're exhausted due to the fact that 

they don't have a bed to sleep on, and even that if I'm teaching a lesson about electricity, that concept may 

be lost to some students who are in a situation where they do not currently have electricity. I am so 

thankful for this experience." – 2018 January Florida Participant 

 

“I was extremely excited to attend this service trip to Houston/Beaumont, TX through Livingston Cares. I 

have wanted to participate in a volunteer trip such as this since I was a freshman. It was so humbling to 

meet people who were greatly affected by Hurricane Harvey, and inspiring to see how they overcame this 

tragedy. I hope that what we were able to accomplish in that short week had as much as an impact on the 

people we helped as it did on me.” -  2018 January Texas Participant 

  

“My trip to Houston this past winter allowed me to have an active role in the rebuilding of 

communities that were decimated by a horrific natural disaster. The resilience and gratefulness of these 

affected individuals was inspiring and I will forever appreciate this opportunity to serve alongside my 

peers.”.- 2018 January Texas  Participant 

 

“Going on the Houston service trip made me more aware of how much work has to be done to rebuild the 

city, once all the cameras and help goes away. Even months after the hurricane, so many homes are still 

abandoned or need major renovations. I was so glad I was able to help the Houston community start to 

rebuild both their homes, and their lives.” – 2018 March Texas Participant 

 

“I think that the trip was fairly enlightening to the whole process of reconstruction and the rebuilding 

process. Our group spent practically our whole volunteer time sanding and spackling one room. It made 

me realize how little we can do in one week with one group, and how much time really needs to go into 
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the work. It was also eye-opening to see how many homes were still in poor condition in Staten Island 

due to Hurricane Sandy 5 years ago.” - 2018 March Brooklyn Participant  

 

“Having been a police officer for over 40 years it take a lot to make an impact on me. I retired from the 

New York State Police in 2010.  I went to 911 several times and served with a detail of 105 Troopers sent 

down to New Orleans right after Katrina, I was on the SWAT team from 1984 to 1996.  The Puerto Rico 

trip was very unique for me because it was the first time I was involved on a trip to a disaster with 

civilians. One of the reasons I went initially went was my son Michael is a senior at SUNY Geneseo and 

participated in the trip.  I was extremely impressed by the compassion and sense of caring exhibited by 

our SUNY group.  Despite the less than ideal living conditions we endued, I did not hear one student 

complain.  The other team leaders Betsy Colon and Renee Hiltz provided the needed direction and 

inspiration and I cannot say enough about how important their leadership was. The people of Puerto Rico 

were amazing. The citizens were completely grateful in regards to the responses by the mainland.  

Everyone I met was positive about their future and just wanted to keep plugging away at the rebuilding 

and get back to normal.  In any disaster, the loss of the infrastructure creates an extremely difficult and 

time consuming fix. The citizens there provided a faith and strength that you cannot describe, only by 

being there can you feel what they feel.” - 2018 March Puerto Rico Participant  

 

“I think it is important to spend free time giving back to those in need, especially over spring break, 

which often has a negative connotation.  The people I went with were great, these trips attract good 

people and I made some great connection.  It was nice to connect with this community, I felt as if my 

input was welcomed and the people of Biloxi were glad we were there to help.  I only wish I had more of 

a background in carpentry to have been a bigger help on the site!” - 2017 May Biloxi Participant  

 
“One of my highlights of Puerto Rico was clearing the debris from someone's yard. After we were 

done, the homeowner thanked us and told us that we were anchors from God. That made me smile 

so much, and I had never felt so inspired in my life.”- 2018 March Puerto Rico Participant  

 

“The highlight of the trip for me was getting to meet with and hear the stories of those in Patillas 

who had been hit hard by the hurricane. They were incredibly resilient and strong in the face of so 

much destruction. We did a lot of good service for the people of Patillas, and I was humbled to get 

to know those whom we helped.” - 2018 March Puerto Rico Participant  
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“My experience in Puerto Rico is one to remember, not only because of the beauty of the island, but the 

beauty of the culture and the people. My week spent in Puerto Rico was inspirational because I saw first-

hand the true joy of the Puerto Rican people. Despite the fact that they are without electricity and their 

homes are destroyed, they are still happy. This made me realize that happiness in life is not determined 

by how much I  don't have, but what I do have. I learned to be appreciative of the things that I have and 

be grateful for the special people in my life!” - 2018 March Puerto Rico Participant  

 

“Puerto Rico holds a special place in my heart.  It is an island full of life and has an incredible 

spiritual force. The people we encountered were extremely grateful for the little we had to offer. 

Their need on many levels is tremendous right now, and yet their hearts are faithful and full of joy.  

As for the team that went, you are all family to me.  Thank you so much for giving of yourselves. 

¡Se levanta Puerto Rico!” - 2018 March Puerto Rico Participant  

 

“Every single person we met in PR was warm and full of love. The most memorable encounter was 

meeting the woman who lived next door to where we were staying. While cleaning up the beach, she 

invited us into her home to talk. Her name was Margarita, and her house was in the process of being 

repaired of hurricane damages. She said that she had just recently had electricity in her house restored, a 

full six months after Maria hit. She kept telling us how appreciative she was to have us in PR doing the 

work we were doing and I realized just how rewarding it is to be helping people like her.” - 2018 March 

Puerto Rico Participant  

 

“The Livingston CARES Puerto Rico trip was an amazing experience and opportunity. Not only were we 

able to directly experience Puerto Rican culture through residing and interacting closely with the locals, 

we were able to help several people in the region with house repairs. The hope our group brought to the 

local community allowed for us to help beyond physical rebuilding. One thing I will always be inspired 

by is how positive and loving these people were after so much was lost.” - 2018 March Puerto Rico 

Participant  

 

“Joining the SUNY Geneseo Team in Puerto Rico was a rewarding experience on many levels. The 

beautiful, serene island I was familiar with was in disarray physically, but the Puerto Rican culture was 

stronger in warmth and faith. You could see the debris along the roads, yards, and beaches, but when you 

met people, all you could see is their smiling faces as they expressed their gratitude.  My countless hours 

of volunteering for over 15 years in my small community, doesn’t compare to my week in Puerto Rico. I 
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really feel we made a difference and it was time well spent. We were all strangers when I first met the 

team on the quiet plane ride to Puerto Rico.  We worked side-by-side, dined together, shared living 

quarters, enjoyed laughter and each other as we maneuvered through Puerto Rico as a group.  The plane 

ride home wasn’t as quiet. We built friendships along the way.” - 2018 March Puerto Rico Participant 

 

“The trip was a rewarding experience because I got to see how different groups of people with the desire 

to help can make some amazing changes. I also had the opportunity to spend time with some of the most 

incredible individuals.” - 2018 March Brooklyn Participant 

 

 

 

 






