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Mission

The Mission of Livingston County CARES
isto help communities and individuals
locally, regionally, statewide, nationwide,
and globally in humanitarian projects,

including disaster relief and recovery efforts.

Livingston County CARES provides a
central repository for resources and
information for individuals and
organizations wishing to contribute to
disaster relief efforts.

A Brief History of Livingston CARES

Livingston County CARES, Inc. isa
collaborative effort among groups and
organizations at SUNY Geneseo and the
Geneseo and Livingston County community
that started in September 2005 to focus
relief and recovery efforts on helping people
in Harrison County, Mississippi. The initial
group of organizations that endorsed and
contributed to this project include SUNY
Geneseo students, faculty, and staff, the
Livingston County Administrator, the
Livingston County Chamber of Commerce,
the Town of Geneseo, the Village of
Geneseo, and the Livingston County
Coalition of Churches. Individuals,
organizations, schools, local municipalities,
and interested citizens are invited to
participate in Livingston County CARES
projects and programs.

Livingston County CARES, Inc. was
incorporated and registered as a New Y ork
State nonprofit organization in 2006. In
March 2007 the IRS granted CARES tax
exempt status under section 501 (c) (3) of
the Internal Revenue Service Code. Gifts
and donations to CARES are now tax
deductible. Donations may be given as
restricted gifts for specific projects or to the
general fund. Livingston CARES board
members are volunteers and there are no
employees and very minimal administrative
overhead. The headquarters for Livingston

CARES isin the Center for Community at
SUNY Geneseo; the Center for Community
in the Division of Student & Campus Life
supports CARES through its commitment to
volunteer work, leadership development,
civic engagement of students, and outreach
to community organizations. Organizations
and individuals interested in volunteering or
making contributions should contact Tom
Matthews at 585-245-5857 or by email at
matthews@geneseo.edu or Kay Fly at 585-
245-5893 or email fly@geneseo.edu

Six Projects Approved for
Harrison County, Mississippi

Livingston CARES has concentrated on
recruiting volunteers to sign up for trips to
Mississippi to work on the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of homes for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina. Forty four months after
the hurricane we have sent 398 volunteers
on fourteen work trips to work on houses,
the fifteenth trip is scheduled for May 2009.
Another round of trips will occur in the
winter and spring of 2010.

The total value of the volunteer efforts using
the National Corporation for Public Service
guidelines of $19.51 per hour and 50 hours
of work by each volunteer on the tripsis
estimated to be $388,249.00 of volunteer
contributions to our work in Harrison
County, Mississippi. In addition to the time,
the volunteers have paid their own expenses
or obtained donations for the trips at an
average cost of $550.00 per person. The
work trip fees paid by the volunteers
currently totals approximately $159,200.00.
Livingston CARES has also received gifts
and donations to assist volunteers with travel
expenses and for projectsin Harrison
County. Since the Hurricane in 2005
Livingston CARES has received $37,087.61
in gifts and donations from individuals and
organizations. In 2006, the Division of
Student & Campus Life contributed $12,250



to assist students with expenses on the
January and March trips. Donations directly
to HOPE Unites to assist volunteers with
expenses are not reflected in these figures.
Livingston CARES funds have been used to
assist student volunteers with travel
assistance. The balance of the funds have
been held pending the identification of
appropriate projects by officialsin Harrison
County. Although projects have moved
sowly, CARES identified six projects that
are described below.

Livingston County Coalition of Churches
Toolsfor Katrina Project

The Tools for Katrina Project was organized
by the Livingston County Coalition of
Churches as a Livingston CARES project.
Doug Wilson, pastor at the Geneseo United
Methodist Church and member Charlie
Becker served as the coordinators of the
project. The project was organized in the
spring of 2006 by local churches and tools
were collected at the Geneseo United
Methodist Church, Geneseo Central
Presbyterian Church, Livonia Church of
Christ and the Avon Methodist Church.
Smith Lumber in Lakeville and some
contractors also contributed money and
tools. Dave and Erin Bills from the Livonia
Community Church delivered the tools to
two recovery centersin Biloxi--Hands ON
Gulf Coast and Volunteers on the Gulf
Coast. Church related items were delivered
to the Biloxi Methodist Church.

In addition to the tools collected and
delivered, the Tools for Katrina project
collected $893.84 from Geneseo United
Methodist Church, $153.00 from Central
Presbyterian Church, a $24.75 cash
donation, and $75.00 from a donation to the
Chamber of Commerce for atotal of
$1,146.59. Expenses included $83.78 to
Avon Lumber for purchase of tools, $105.89

to Harbor Freight for purchase of tools,
$172.83 to Avon Penny Saver for an ad, and
$400.00 gas for the trip to Biloxi. The
remaining cash of $384.00 was donated to
the Hands ON Gulf Coast recovery center in
Biloxi. The project delivered 630 items to
the recovery centers as well as 4 boxes of
sheet music, 300 hymnals, and choir robes
to the Biloxi Methodist Church.

Woolmarket Youth Football League

Harrison County Board of Supervisors
President, Connie Rockco, identified the
Woolmarket Y outh Football League as an
organization that needed assistance. Board
member Kurt Christiansen contacted the
program’ s equipment manager and learned
that all of their new equipment purchased
prior to August, 2005 had been destroyed in
the hurricane. The steering committee
approved a donation of $660 to purchase
uniforms for five students in the program.
After these funds were received in
September, Susan Martel, president of the
league, sent athank you letter at the end of
the season with pictures of the youth served
by the program.

Harrison County Greenhouse
Restoration Project

After several phone inquiries about possible
projects that Livingston CARES might
undertake, one of the suggestions that
surfaced was the need to restore vegetation
along the Gulf Coast. Harrison County
administration identified a greenhouse area
damaged by Katrina that could be restored
and used to propagate plants and trees for
replanting public parks and grounds in the
county. Members of the steering committee
agreed that this project could involve garden
clubs and other organizations in the county.
Kathleen Jones volunteered to begin



reaching out to the garden clubs, the biology
department at Geneseo, and others interested
in gardening to enlist support for the
greenhouse project. In March 2007 all 49
volunteers on the spring break trip spent
their first day in Gulfport clearing the debris
from the greenhouse area. Two gifts have
been received from the Geneseo Garden
Club and Livonia Garden Club. A recent
change in administrative staff in Harrison
County has delayed the implementation of
this project. Livingston CARES will make a
donation when a viable green related project
surfaces from Harrison County.

ARC Connections to the Gulf Coast

Livingston CARES board member Lyle

L ehman made connections between the
LivingstonrWyoming ARC and the ARC in
Harrison County. Lehman met with board
members of The ARC of the Gulf Coast on
two trips to Mississippi and was
instrumental in securing a $4,000.00
donation from the local ARC Foundation to
Livingston CARES to forward to The ARC
of the Gulf Coast to assist the Harrison
County ARC programs and projects. The
transfer of the gift was approved in March
2007 and the funds were received by The
ARC of the Gulf Coast. Additional monies
were collected by ARC residents and sent to
the Gulf Coast residents of ARC.

Woolmarket Youth Recreation
Complex Project

Harrison County Board of Supervisors
President, Connie Rockco, identified the
Woolmarket Y outh Football League as an
organization that needed assistance. Board
member Kurt Christiansen contacted the
program’ s equipment manager and learned
that al of their newly purchased equipment
in the summer of 2005 had been destroyed
in the hurricane. A donation of $660 to

purchase outfits for five students in the
program was approved. A check was sent
from Livingston CARES in September and
Susan Martel, president of the league sent a
thank you letter at the end of the season with
aphoto CD abum of the youth served by
the program. During the January 2009
CARES trip, the flag pole was dedicated.
Nick Mazza, Livingston County
Administrator, presented the Livingston
County flag. The New York State flag from
Senator Volker's office was flown along
with the county flag.

M oore Community House

Prior to Katrina, Moore Community House
in East Biloxi was the only center serving
low income families with day care and pre-
school programs such as Head Start. During
the storm, the complex suffered much
damage. 1n 2006, CARES volunteers visited
the center to meet with the director, Carol
Burnett. After learning about the critical
services provided by Moore Community
House, the steering committee voted to
donate funds contributed by the Central
Presbyterian Church to CARES. A donation
of $2,000 was made and the funds were used
to purchase furniture and supplies for the
newly renovated classrooms. The Livingston
County Coalition of Churches plans to
provide additional support to the Moore
Community House. Volunteers again visited
Moore Community House in January and
February of 2008.

Senator Volker Secures
Special Member Item for CARES

Senator Dale Volker provided a member
item in the 2008-2009 New Y ork State
Budget of $10,000.00 to assist students with
travel expenses on the work trips. Funds
were used to pay for the bus trip in March
2009, and to provide financia assistance to



volunteers who are unable to afford the
entire cost of the trip. The grant enabled
Livingston CARES to reduce the student
cost for travel approximately $200.00 per
person. Livingston CARES thanks Senator
Volker for his continued support of our
programs.

Katrina Story Fades
But Recovery Work Continues

Livingston CARES has made a commitment
to continue relief and recovery in Harrison
County, Mississippi despite the lack of
media attention. Participants in the past
fourteen trips have seen the destruction and
recognize how vital volunteer assistance is
to those affected by Katrina. We fedl itis
very important for contributors and

volunteers to know that help will be needed
for several more years. Please help CARES
continue its work and the friendships we
have established with the homeowners and
leaders in Harrison County, Mississippi.

Board Considering Additional Projects

The Livingston CARES Board is discussing
local assistance projectsin Livingston
County and the possibility of collaborating
with other local agenciesto help peoplein
need within the county. CARES is aso
exploring other service learning and
volunteer opportunities for students at
SUNY Geneseo.

Livingston CARES Financial Statement

LC Donations Received | Cash & checks from individuals and $27,087.71
asof 4-1-09 organizations

SUNY Geneseo Student & Campus Life support for 12,250.00
Contributions 2006 trips

Senator Volker Member | NY S 08-09 Budget Allocation 10,000.00
Item from State Budget

Total Donations $49,337.71
Volunteer Contributions | Calculation Amount
Work Trip Volunteers 398 x fees paid $159,200.00
Donated Volunteer 398 x 50 hrs = 19,900 hrs x $19.51 per $388,249.00
Hours hr

Total LC Volunteer $547,449.00
Contributions




Livingston CARES 2007-2009 Chronology of Events

April 18, 2007

The 2" Annual Livingston CARES Share ard
Care Dinner was held at the Geneseo United
Methodist Church. The Philanthropic Chefs
(Gary Towsley and Lynn Kennison) catered the
pasta dinner. Connie Hurlburt and Charlie
Elliott were honored for their outstanding
contributions to Livingston CARES. Connie
Rockco, Harrison County, District 5 Supervisor
was the guest speaker. Rockco spent the day
meeting with college and county officials.
Participants contributed $2,227.00 for
Livingston CARES.

May 16-23, 2007

The May 07 work trip to Biloxi included ten
SUNY Geneseo students and six community
representatives. Dan Dimpfl was the trip leader.
During the week the group worked on three
Habitat for Humanity houses. The group aso
worked with Chip Carter, son of President
Jmmy Carter.

May/June 2007

Genesee Valley BOCES News in Brief, profiled
Tom Wilson, a BOCES teacher who
participated in the February O7work trip with
Livingston CARES. The article reported on the
volunteer work during the February trip group
on Jewel’s house in Gulfport and their stay at
God's Katrina Kitchen in Biloxi.

Summer 2007

Livingston County Coalition of Churches
published an article in their quarterly
Newsdletter by Rev. Dr. Doug Wilson on
Livingston County CARES projects and trips to
Mississippi.

June 29, 2007
Livingston CARES formally established a
board to manage the 501(c) (3) not- for-profit

public charity corporation. The meeting of the
original incorporators (Kurt Christiansen, Kay
Fly, Lyle Lehman, Cynthia Oswald, Kay Fly
and Tom Matthews) was scheduled to create
Livingston CARES as a formal organization,
approve by-laws under Sections 602 and 702 of
the Not-For-Profit Law, establish officers, and
elect members to serve on the first Board of
Directors. Fourteen of the possible 19 members
of the Board of Directors were elected to serve
as the first board. Board members elected
included: Jerry Alonzo, Niels Christiansen,
Joan Ellison,Kay Fly, Richard Hatheway,
Connie Hurlburt, Kathleen Jones, Wes
Kennison, Lyle Lehman, Tom Matthews,
Cynthia Oswald, Doug Wilson, Dan Dimpfl,
and Jennifer Delcourt.

July 10, 2007

The first annual meeting of Livingston County
CARES was held. The board elected Tom
Matthews to serve as Chair, Kay Fly to serve as
Secretary and Lyle Lehman to serve as
Treasurer. In  addition to establishing
organizational policies and procedures to guide
decision making, the board approved four trips
for 2008 in January, February, March, and
May. The board also authorized the Chair and
the Treasurer to establish a bank account at a
local bank and move the holding account funds
from the college accounts to the new bank
account. Tom Matthews announced that
Senator Dale M. Volker provided a member
item in the New York State budget of $10,000
to assist students for CARES volunteer work.

July 27, 2007

Livingston County News published a story on
the “Return to Biloxi” that featured work by
Livingston CARES in Mississippi and
announced the 2008 work trips to the Gulf
Coast.



Sept 26, 2007

The Livingston CARES Board of Directors
held its second meeting. The board approved
the purchase of two insurance policies from the
Chanler Insurance Agency to protect the
organization in the event of claims or lawsuits,
Directors and Officers Liability and
Employment Practices Liability. CARES has
no employees but the insurance includes
coverage for actions by volunteers. The board
approved a donation of $2,500 to Moore
Community House for purchase of classroom
furniture and $500.00 to the Harrison County
Greenhouse Project, and approved a
Livingston/Harrison County Cookbook project.
The board aso approved policies relating to
processing checks, established the annual
meeting of the board in November, authorized
July 1 to June 30 as the CARES fiscal year,
created a financia assistance committee to
approve assistance to volunteers, established a
policy requiring evaluations and reflections
from al trip participants, approved trip
coordinators for 2008, accepted the Salvation
Army Volunteer Village in Biloxi for the four
2008 work trips, set the fees for students and
nontstudents for the 2008 work trips, set aside
$1,000.00 of the Volker member item to be
used for grants to student organizations for
humanitarian projects, and established the
fourth Wednesday for monthly meetings. BJ
Scanlon, the AmeriCorps VISTA in the Center
for Community, was elected to the Board of
Directors for a one year term ending in July
2008.

Oct 24, 2007

The Livingston CARES Board of Directors
held its third meeting. The board approved
chartering a bus with Kemp's Bus Service for
the March trip to Biloxi, approved an alocation
of $3,000.00 for financial assistance to
volunteers and a policy of a minimum payment
of $150.00 for all trip participants with
exceptions made by the Financial Assistance
Committee, established apolicy permitting
gifts honoring individuals or groups, authorized
four levels of giving, and established an audit
committee consisting of board members

Hatheway, Christiansen and Oswald. The board
also approved an account with
www.goodsearch.com that supports non profit
agencies by donating one cent for every

internet done under its name.

BJ Scanlon reported on Students CARE, a
group of SUNY Geneseo students who have
been active with Livingston CARES, was
established at the College. The group will raise
funds for studerts participating in Livingston
CARES trips to Mississippi as well as serving
in an advocacy role for the recovery of the Gulf
Coast region.

Nov 28, 2007

The Livingston CARES Board of Directors
held its fourth meeting. Amanda Flannery, a
SUNY Geneseo student was elected for atwo
year term to fill the second student seat on the
Board of Directors. The board approved
registration and insurance offered through
HOPE Unites for all 2008 trips to Biloxi, and
reviewed plans for al four 2008 trips to
Mississippi. The board also approved soliciting
contributions in December as an aternative
form of gift giving during the holiday season
and established giving levels: CARES Giver
from $1.00-$249.00, CARES Donor from
$250-$499, CARES Good Samaritan from
$500-$999.00 and CARES Humanitarian
$1,000.00 plus.

January 5-12, 2008

The first work trip of the 2008 year included 24
volunteers. The group flew to Gulfport and
rented cars to drive along the Gulf Coast to
Biloxi. Highlights included lunch at Sonic, a
pizza party, and a greeting by Connie Rockco,
Harrison County Supervisor. Work projects
included assisting the Salvation Army with
work on the Volunteer Village and a satellite
facility and work on seven houses under the
supervision of the Beaverton Four-Square
Church from Oregon.

January 5, 2008
The local Biloxi television station, WLOX,
highlighted the 8th visit by Livingston CARES



volunteers to the region by putting together a
news piece that included interviews with work
participants. The story ran on the late evening
News.

January 24, 2008

Livingston County CARES was featured in the
Livingston County News with a story
“Livingston CARES Back From Biloxi” with
amost afull page spread showing pictures of
the flag pole donated by CARES to Harrison
County, work on a house in Biloxi, a visit with
Daisy Guyton from a previous work trip, and a
group photo at Y ankie Stadium of the 24
volunteers on the January 2008 to Biloxi.

January 30, 2008

The Livingston CARES board held its fifth
meeting. The January trip participants reported
on the experiences of the 24 volunteers at

Y ankie Stadium working with the Salvation
Army and the Four Square Church, reviewed
plans for the upcoming February trip
coordinated by Chris Lynch with 10 college
and community volunteers, reviewed plans for
the March alternative spring break trip with 55
participants, approved the third CARES
fundraising dinner for April 23 with Kathleen
Jones serving as coordinator, and authorized
Dimpfl and Matthews to set fees for the May
trip depending on the cost of airfares.

February 16-23, 2008

The second trip to Mississippi scheduled during
President’s Week included 10 volunteers with
one from the college and nine community
members including two high school students.
The group traveled on Sunday and returned on
Friday night in order to save money on airfares.
Chris Lynch served as the trip leader. The
group worked on the final stages of
reconstruction of one house in Biloxi.

March 12, 2008

The Livingston CARES board held its sixth
meeting. The board reviewed plans for the
Annual Share and Care Dinner and agreed to a
free will offering instead of charging for

tickets, confirmed an agreement by Dimpfl and
Matthews to reserve up to 20 plane tickets for
the May trip with unused deposits to be
credited to final list of participants, heard a
report from BJ Scanlon on outreach initiatives
to Livoniaand Avon, and continued discussion
on contributions to work sites in Biloxi.

The SUNY Geneseo Outing Club requested
assistance from Livingston CARES for a spring
break trip to Louisville to continue its work
with the Living Lands and Living Waters
Foundation project cleaning up the Ohio River.
The board approved designating funds from the
Senator Volker grant to assist the students with
travel expenses.

March 14-22, 2008

On the third trip of 2008, 55 individuals
including 4 staff members from the college
traveled by Kemps Bus to and from Biloxi,
Mississippi for the alternative spring break
work trip. Volunteers worked with the
Salvation Army and at Popp’s Ferry elementary
school, doing an overhaul of their grounds, and
sprucing up their playground. Volunteers also
worked on three other homes during their week
in Biloxi.

April 3, 2008

The Lamron reported on the alternative spring
break trips to the Gulf Coast and the Ohio
River in aKnights' Life piece entitled “Fixing
up on Spring Break.”

April 15-17, 2008

Students CARE sponsored a Jail Break
fundraiser on the College Green during late
morning and afternoon class break times.
Severa faculty, staff and student leaders were
recruited to serve jail time and to ask passers-
by to help them get out of jail with donations
while Students CARE solicited donations to
keep the volunteersin jail. The weather
cooperated and faculty, staff and students
contributed over $500.00 to help fund
Livingston CARES trips to Mississippi.



April 17, 2008

The Lamron reported on “Fundraiser puts
students, staff in sammer” describing the
Jailbreak fundraising activities organized by
Livingston CARES board member Amanda
Flannery.

April 23, 2008

The Livingston CARES Board of Directors met
prior to the annual dinner. Amanda Flannery
reported that students raised $800 from the
Jailbreak fundraising. Board members
approved a $1,000 donation to the Salvation
Army for the Volunteer Village in Biloxi in
honor of Edwin and Susan Britt for their work
in operating the Volunteer Village at Yankie
Stadium.

April 23, 2008

The Third Annual Livingston CARES Share
and Care fundraising dinner was held at the
Geneseo United Methodist Church. Celebrity
Chefs, Gary Towdey, Lynn Kennison and
Glenn McClure provided southern hospitality
with a gumbo and pasta dinner. KC Bailey
presented a multimedia collection of photos
and videos spanning the three years of the
rebuilding efforts in Harrison County.
Volunteers from the May 2007, January 2008,
February 2008 and March 2008 shared brief
reflections on the work trips to Biloxi. Jennifer
Delcourt received a specia award for
participating in four trips and for serving as the
trip leader for the March 2008 Alternative
Spring Break trip.

May 2008

Fifteen volunteers participated in the May trip

to Biloxi. Dan Dimpfl served as the trip leader.
Hope Force director Craig Snow reported that

the May group was the best group he had ever

worked with in his volunteer career.

June 18, 2008

The Livingston CARES Board met and el ected
Elise Arneson, the AmeriCorps VISTA staff
member from the Center for Community to the

board of directors. Matthews reported that the
annual dinner raised $842.50. The board agreed
to change the focus from fundraising to a thank
you event for volunteers and contributors.

July 23, 2008

The Livingston CARES Board met to review
and approve estimated costs and participant
fees for the 2009 trips. Matthews reported that
volunteers for all four trips will be
accommodated at Camp Victor in Ocean
Springs and work will be under the supervision
of the East Biloxi Coordination, Relief &
Redevelopment Agency. The EBCRRA isa
non-profit agency dedicated to helping people
rebuild homes in East Biloxi. Plane
reservations have been made for 25 volunteers
for January and a bus for March has been
reserved.

September 23, 2008

The Livingston CARES Board met and
reelected Lyle Lehman, Wes Kennison and
Richard Hatheway for three year terms. Student
representative, Marissa Evarts was elected to a
two year term. The three officers were
reelected for another one year term. The board
approved Tom Matthews to head the January
trip, Tom Wilson to lead the February trip, and
Elise Arneson, Amanda Flannery and Marissa
Evarts to lead the March trip.

October 8, 2008

The Livingston CARES Board met to review
plans for the 2009 work trips. Julie Matthews
reviewed |RS regulations and presented
documents that she prepared for submission to
IRS from Livingston CARES.

November 5, 2008

The Livingston CARES Board elected Lori
McEvoy, Program Coordinator, Livingston
County Coadlition of Churchesto athree year
term. The board also started a conversation
about expanding our volunteer work beyond
our current efforts in Mississippi to provide
other service options for students.

December 3, 2008



The Livingston CARES Board received reports
that the January, February and March trips
were filled to capacity and that scholarship
assistance has been provided to eight students
for the January and March trips. Karen Bailey
was elected to athree year term on the Board of
Directors.

January 3-10, 2009

Twenty five volunteers including 14 students
participated in the January trip to Biloxi. The
volunteers worked on two houses in East
Biloxi. The group aso participated in a
ceremony and presentation of the Livingston
County and New Y ork State flags by Nick
Mazza, Livingston County Administrator and
Cynthia Oswald, President of the Livingston
County Chamber of Commerce.

January 8, 2009

Volunteers on the January trip were featured in
the South Mississippi’s Newspaper, the Sun
Hearld with a story “Flag pole honors Katrina
volunteers’ and photo of the flag raising
ceremony at the Woolmarket Little League ball
fields.

January 15, 2009

The Livingston County Newsran a front page
feature story by Sally Fox on “Livingston cares
and cares and cares and cares,” with a group
photo of the twenty five volunteers in front of
one of the house projects. An editoria on “Foul
weather friends,” by General Manager and
Editor Mark Gillespie praised the work of
Livingston CARES and urged the public to
continue to support the recovery work in
Mississippi.

January 15, 2009

The Biloxi D’ Iberville Pressran a story about
the Livingston County flag pole dedication
entitled “New York Volunteers claim Harrison
County.” The story reported on the relationship
between the two counties and features the flag
being flown.

January 22, 2009
The Livingston County News featured a photo
and “More From Biloxi, Miss’ on the front

page and ran two stories by Howard Appell, an
interview with Matthews titled “ Group |leader
reflects on 12'" trip south,” and a story on
“Livingston flag flies in Mississippi.”

February 4, 2009

The Livingston CARES Board met to review
February, March and May trips. President
Matthews reported that CARES has been
registered with the New Y ork State Charities
Bureau. The board approved joining the
Network for Good that will alow online
contributions to the organization. Discussion
continued on expansion of CARES work with
other agencies and possible involvement in the
El Sauce Project in Nicaragua.

February 15-21, 2009

Eleven community volunteers from the Central
Presbyterian Church and the Geneseo United
Methodist Church participated in the
President’s Week Livingston CARES work trip
to Mississippi. The group worked on
reconstructing two homes in East Biloxi.

March 11, 2009

The Livingston CARES Board met and
reviewed plans for the March and May trips,
approved alayman’s version of by-laws for the
operation of the organization, heard a
presentation from Zach Monahan at Catholic
Charities on local work projects, and continued
discussion of expanding work opportunities for
volunteers.

March 14-21, 2009

Fifty-five volunteers including three
professiona staff members and 52 SUNY
Geneseo students traveled by bus to Biloxi and
worked on severa houses and projects in East
Biloxi. Elise Arneson, Amanda Flannery and
Marissa Evarts served as trip leaders.

April 6, 2009

The Livingston CARES Annual Thank Y ou
Dinner scheduled at the Inter Faith Center will
feature southern cooking prepared by the
Philanthropic Chefs, reflections from
volunteers, and recognition and awards.



Report of the May 2008 Livingston CARES Trip to Biloxi, May 2008
Prepared by: Dan Dimpfl, Trip Leader

Participants:

The May group had eight SUNY Geneseo
students and six residents from Livingston
County. There were nine females and five
males. The small group size had positive effects
on the overal experience in terms of worksite
participation, ease of travel, and cohesiveness.
All participants enjoyed their experiencein
Biloxi and on the trip.

Travel:

The group flew from Rochester to and from
Gulfport/Biloxi on AirTran. Both flights
required transfer in Atlanta. The convenience of
flying out of Rochester and into Gulfport was
worth the few dollars more that aticket out of
Buffalo or into New Orleanswould cost. Three
full-sized cars were rented at the Gulfport/Biloxi
arport.

Accommodations:

Y ankie Stadium in East Biloxi houses both a
Salvation Army facility and a Habitat for
Humanity facility. We stayed in the Salvation
Army facility without charge. Each bunk room
had beds with mattresses. These rooms were
connected to the bathrooms, which had showers,
toilets, sinks. The facility has heat/AC and
electricity.

Food was prepared in a Salvation Army
“cooking trailer” with breakfast and dinner
dedlivered to a common eating area inside the
stadium. Both the dining and lounge area were
located under the stadium itself. Lunch was
“brown bag” prepared by each participant just
prior to breakfast and put in a cooler. The group
then transported the coolers to the job site. Food

M ay 2008 Participants

Leighann Cavanaugh, SUNY Geneseo Student
Thomas Eggert, SUNY Geneseo Student
Samantha Feldmeyer, SUNY Geneseo Student
Amanda Huber, SUNY Geneseo Student
Ashley Knickerbocker, SUNY Geneseo Student
Megan McCormick, SUNY Geneseo Student

was plentiful; there was aways fruit and water,
and athough “ southern cooking” is not aways
“vegetarian friendly,” vegetarians on the trip
were able to manage.

The Work:

The worksite we were assigned to was managed
by Hope Force.  We worked on two houses,
one on Division Street and one on a side street
off of Division. They were close to each other
and about six blocks north of Y ankie Stadium.
We had awonderful and talented site supervisor
from Hope Force, Craig Snow, aswell asavery
skilled group of 20 year olds associated with
Hope Force. The work consisted of insulating,
drywall, painting and framing. Our days were
satisfying.

Summary:

Thistrip was ingpirational as always. Craig
Snow made the sure that the tasks were
meaningful and had value. We had fun asa
group, went out to dinner, had a desert at the
Snow's house, and "walked" the new bridge
connecting Ocean Springs with Biloxi.

We left work early Friday afternoon and drove
to New Orleansfor dinner. Biloxi and New
Orleans are different in many, many ways.
However, it was generally agreed that in Biloxi
the recovery efforts are noticeable, whilein New
Orleans, the lack of recovery is noticeable. |
believe Biloxi has a chance to be a healthier
community than it was prior to Katrina. Time
will tell, but because alot of people continue to
show up and work, alot of people living there
arefeeling ever more hopeful. Thetide could be
changing!

Marc Seligson, SUNY Geneseo Student
Eric Ziegler, SUNY Geneseo Student
Tracy Paradis, SUNY Geneseo Faculty
Megan Webb, SUNY Geneseo Alumna
Jerry Alonzo, Geneseo Resident

Dan Dimpfl, Geneseo Resident



Susan Dimpfl, Geneseo Resident Jacquie Walters, Bloomfield Resident
Nancy Rider, Livonia Resident
Report on Livingston CARES January 2009 Work Trip to Biloxi
Prepared by: Tom Matthews, Trip Leader

Twenty-five Livingston CARES volunteers |eft for Biloxi, Mississippi very early on Saturday,
January 3 and traveled on Air Tran through Atlantato New Orleans. We arrived in the early
afternoon, rented four vans and drove to the French Quarter for an opportunity to enjoy a meal
and walk around the historic city near Jackson Square. Late in the afternoon we regrouped and
caravanned in a downpour to our host site at Camp Victor in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. After
moving in and touring the facilities, we gathered in the dining room for a brief welcome from our
hosts. Lights were turned off at 10:00 pm and back on the next morning at 6:00 am.

On Sunday, we had a late breakfast/lunch at two local chain restaurants, drove to Biloxi to see
the Hurricane Katrina Memoria and toured the Biloxi and Gulfport areas along coastal Route 90.
Later in the afternoon severa groups of volunteers took advantage of the nice weather to walk
around Ocean Springs and visit the beach. We then made the ritual Livingston CARES trip to
The Shed for dinner. At 8:00 pm we returned to Camp Victor and joined the other 200 plus
volunteers for an orientation session.

On Monday morning after an early breakfast, we drove to the East Biloxi Coordination, Relief &
Redevelopment Agency (EBCRRA) to meet the work coordinators and get our assigned projects.
Most of the work for the week was at two houses with two groups assigned to a house on
Division Street across from Y ankie Stadium and two groups assigned to work at a house on
Lameuse Street. The owner of the Division Street house had been ripped off by a cortractor who
did not complete any work, suffered through groups of volunteers who did a number of things
wrong that we redid, and had her possessions stolen from the FEMA trailer next door to her
home. The owners of the Lameuse Street home had been waiting for over three years for work to
be completed on their home. All four work groups worked five days from early morning to late
afternoon reconstructing both houses including reinstalling siding, mudding, sanding, installing
flooring and doors, indoor framing, painting, cleaning, and other typical reconstruction work.

Each day after work, everyone returned to Camp Victor to change from work clothes, get in line
for showers, and return to the dining area for dinner. During our week we also had the
opportunity to get to know some of the other 200 volunteers staying at Camp Victor, including
Habitat for Humanity volunteers, church groups, fraternities and sororities, numerous college
service organizations, and even a college Frisbee club from Chicago.

On Wednesday, we took an extended break from work in the middie of the day to drive to the
Woolmarket Senior Citizens Center and recreation complex. Our host, Harrison County
Supervisor Connie Rockco, invited us to have lunch with the senior citizens at their new center.
After lunch we went to the Woolmarket Little League ball fields for the presentation of the



Livingston County and New Y ork State flags. Nick Mazza, Livingston County Administrator,
gave awonderful history lesson on Livingston County to the elementary grade schools students
who had joined us for the occasion. Cynthia Oswald, President of the Livingston County
Chamber of Commerce, also presented gifts and a recognition certificate from the Livingston
Chamber Board. Oswald was instrumental in helping establish our long-term relationship with
Harrison County. The flags were then raised on the flag pole that Livingston CARES had
purchased to replace a pole destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. Several Harrison County
administrators joined us for the lunch and ceremony. Livingston CARES presented bottles of
New Y ork State maple syrup made and donated by board member Lyle Lehman, to severd
Harrison County administrators. Later that evening, several volunteers visited two homes worked
on by previous CARES January groups to renew friendships.

On Thursday night after dinner we celebrated the three birthdays of volunteers (Laura lafrati,
Edith Matthews and Tom Matthews) with special ordered deserts served by the KP staff for the
night, Claren Kruppner, Phil Natoli and Jerry Wrubel. We aso took time to share with each other
some of our thoughts and reactions to our week in Biloxi and Ocean Springs.

We finished work on Friday afternoon and enjoyed our last day of sunshine with walks and runs
on the beach in Ocean Springs. After dinner we packed, thanked our hosts, hoisted the CARES
T-Shirt with our signatures on the entryway ceiling, and turned in early in order to get up at 5:00
am for the drive back the New Orleans airport for our morning flight home to Rochester.

January 2009 Livingston CARES Work Trip Participants:

Elise Arneson, AmeriCorps VISTA Tom Matthews, Geneseo Administrator
Stephanie Aquilina, SUNY Geneseo Student Eddie McCarthy, SUNY Geneseo Student
Michael Cornell, SUNY Geneseo Student Jillian Messina, SUNY Geneseo Student
Molly Dingley, SUNY Geneseo Student Sara Morningstar, SUNY Geneseo Student
Bridget Doyle, SUNY Geneseo Student Phil Natoli, SUNY Geneseo Faculty
Christopher Fox, Community Volunteer Justine Porter, SUNY Geneseo Student
Sally Fox, Resident of Geneseo Megan Reynolds, SUNY Geneseo Student
Emily Froome, SUNY Geneseo Student Mike Sauter, SUNY Geneseo Staff

Emily Haner, Community Volunteer Laura Smykla, SUNY Geneseo Student
Laura lafrati, SUNY Geneseo Student Rob Taylor, SUNY Geneseo Student
Claren Kruppner, Geneseo Resident Amy Ventura, SUNY Geneseo Student
Edith Matthews, Geneseo Resident Jerry Wrubel, SUNY Geneseo Staff

Betsy Matthews, Geneseo Resident



Report of the February 15-21, 2009 Livingston CARES Trip to Biloxi

Prepared by Richard Hatheway

The 2009 February Livingston CARES trip was led by veteran Biloxi volunteer Tom Wilson.
Volunteers participating on this trip included Karen and KC Bailey; Sharon, Craig, Aysia& Victoria
Bolesky; Charlie Elam; Linda & Dick Hatheway; ard Nancy & Tom Wilson. Our headquarters was
Camp Victor, a faith-based organization, run under the auspices of LESM (L utheran Episcopal
Services in Mississippi).

Upon arrival in Biloxi we were split into two groups, either because there were too many skilled crafts
people for one group or because there was concern about too many Y ankees in one location. At any
rate, one team was sent to wallboard and prepared a newly constructed home for the finishing touches.
The other group removed siding and rebuilt walls on an older home. Both groups worked hard and felt
they had contributed to the cause.

“Highlights’ of the week included watching the Bolesky women climb ladders and use power toals,
Nancy Wilson walking on dry-walker’s stilts and KC Bailey and Craig Bolesky trying to appear like
Casper, covered from head to foot with dry wall dust. On Friday night we were treated to a Mardi
Gras parade, which started and ended beside Camp Victor. Just ask any one of usif you are in need of
strings of beads for any specia occasion!

We all enjoyed one-another’s company, were appreciated by the local residents for our volunteer
efforts, and felt that our modest contributions played arole in the on-going efforts to get Biloxi
residents back in their homes.

Livingston CARES February 2009 Work Trip Participants:

Karen Bailey, Geneseo Resident

KC Bailey, Geneseo Resident

Aysia Bolesky, Leicester Resident
Craig Bolesky, Leicester Resident
Sharon Bolesky, Leicester Resident
Victoria Bolesky, Leicester Resident
Charlie Elam, Livonia Resident
Linda Hatheway, Geneseo Resident
Richard Hatheway, Geneseo Resident
Nancy Wilson, Geneseo Resident
Tom Wilson, Geneseo Resident



Report on Livingston CARES March 2009 Work Trip to Biloxi
Prepared by: Elise Arneson, Marissa Evarts, and Amanda Flannery

Fifty-five strangers met on a cold Saturday morning
in March, only to return one week later as friends
who shared an experience they would never forget.
After twenty-two (short) hours on the bus, we
arrived early Sunday morning at Camp Victor in
Ocean Springs. Mally gave us atour of the camp
and we had the next severa hoursfree. Some
volunteers chose to go to alocal Baptist church and
were immersed in true Southern culture. There,
volunteers were greeted and thanked for the hope
they brought to Gulfport. After enjoying afew
leisurely hours on the beach, we took atour of the
coast along Interstate 90 to see the destruction.
Many new volunteers were shocked to see that
damage till existed there and a half years later,
while returning volunteers grew frustrated with the
lack of progressin the area. We visited the
Hurricane Katrina Memoria and saw the wall that
represented the shallowest level of water that the
storm left initswake. Students took pictures of
themselves standing next to the twelve foot wall as
way to try and understand the devastation that
occurred in the community on August 29, 2005.
We returned to Camp Victor for an orientation,
followed by some icebreakers and “ get to know
you” games.

At 6:00 Monday morning, while most students were
groggy, but excited, one volunteer jubilantly woke
everyone up and got us excited for the day. We
went to the East Biloxi Coordination Relief and
Recovery Center to get our assignments for the
week. There, Brian Rivers not only introduced to
our projects, but to the southern “twang” we could
not stop using for the rest of week and beyond.

Steven's, Jarrod’s, and Kagyln's team of twenty
volunteers arrived on the doorstep of abig, yellow
house on Reynoir Street on Monday morning not
knowing what to expect. Volunteers were told they
would be continuing adry waling job in Miss
Karen'shouse. Miss Karen, a Gulfport resident,
has been unable to live in her home since before the
storm. Jimmy, the site supervisor, and Molly and
Jon, AmeriCorps volunteers, informed the
volunteers that if the remaining work left on her
house was not completed by mid-April, she would
become homeless. At the time, Miss Karen was
currently living in a Mississippi cottage in her

backyard. The three teams were very eager to work
on her home, especially with the knowledge that
she may become homeless if the house was not
completed intime.  Volunteers hung drywall in the
house and also did joint compounding (mudding).
After the walls were hung, they were given texture
and primed. Volunteers painted both the interior
and the exterior of the house. Because of their hard
work, it put the sSite aweek ahead of schedule.
During lunchtime on Wednesday, Miss Karen
spoke to the group about her experiences
surrounding Hurricane Katrina and thanked the
volunteers with pizza and kind words. When
Friday afternoon came, the volunteers were very
happy and satisfied with the amount of work we
were able to accomplish, though sad to leave the
house we had worked so hard on as well as our new
friends, Jmmy, Jon, and Molly.

For the first two days, part of Alyssa'steam worked
on Murray Street, finishing a house that was nearly
complete. Thisinvolved ingtaling window blinds
and two safety railsin the bathroom so the
homeowner would be able to steady herself.
Finishing touches also included: painting the
laundry room, and painting the baseboard trim. On
Wednesday, Alyssa s team joined Mark’s team on
Lameuse Street. At this project, volunteers primed
the basement, cleaned and caulked the siding, and
did quite abit of painting. They aso kept busy with
hanging some drywall, painting the outside railing,
and removing old carpet. Both teams were guided
by Jeff and Steve, and enjoyed playing with
Isabella, Jeff’ s Pomeranian Chihuahua

Lwam’sand Leah’s group worked at a demolition
ste. After 5days, 40 hours, with 2 dedgehammers,
1 axe, 7 crow bars, 9 hammers, 2 shovels, 1 rake,
and 16 dedicated and hard-working volunteers, all
that was left of the house was a foundation, 3
brimful dumpsters, and plentiful piles of wood.
These two groups worked incredibly hard from the
onset and athough the work was strenuous and
certainly more physically demanding than sitting in
the library, all volunteers gave more than 100%
each day. We aso met some fantastic people
including Russ, our homeowner, who owned that
house and grew up in the house located in front.
While he was sad to see the house taken down, he



was relieved and thankful that we were there to help
him and he thanked us every day with different
treats at lunch! Team members were honored and
excited to hear his stories and he loved to talk to us.
Thiswork site was a definite success and we are
proud to say that we left with new friends, new
experiences, and a new appreciation for
sedgehammers and crow bars.

After ahard first day of work, participants had a
chance to visit the Beau Rivage and Hard Rock
Casinos. Those able to gamble tried their luck with
little success, while others enjoyed Ben and Jerry’s
on the patio at the Beau Rivage with their money
lying comfortably in their pockets. By Tuesday, the
entire group had become comfortable with each
other. Later that night, despite our already sore
muscles, many Livingston CARES volunteers chose
to go to the beach for atraditional game of Ultimate
Frisbee.

Wednesday night we rushed back to Camp Victor to
clean up, only to find out we were only alowed
three minutes to shower. In spite of these
restrictions, severd girls still remained in lineto
shower for about 2 hours; so needlessto say, we
were a bit late to going to dinner. We continued
our Livingston CARES tradition of going to The
Shed for Southern BBQ. Russ, the homeowner

from the demolition site, greeted us and enjoyed a
good meal and good conversation.

After work Thursday, we attended a house
dedication on Lameuse Street that Livingston
CARES volunteers worked on in January. It wasa
privilege to attend and witness this specia occasion
of afamily returning to their home. The family
thanked volunteersfor al of their help and
gracioudy invited all 55 of usinto their new home.
Later on, because Brian grew so close to the
volunteers al week, he invited usto join him and
Molly and Jon, AmeriCorps volunteers, a a bonfire
on the beach, using wood from the demolition site.

Mark’s and Alyssa's team wrapped up a specific
project on Friday afternoon and because it was not
practical to begin anew project, they enjoyed
fishing and relaxing on the beach. Other teams
worked to finish their projectsin effort to leave
Mississippi in the best shape we possibly could.
Because of our efforts, we were able to push
projects between one and two weeks ahead of
schedule. Fifty-five friends enjoyed each other’s
company on the twenty-two hour bus ride home,
and may have even grown fond of the fast food we
lived on while traveling. Astrip leaders who have
participated on other Livingston CARES trips, it
was an honor to lead a very successful and smooth-
running trip.

March Alternative Spring Break 2009 Livingston CARES Participants

Valerie Abrigo Andrew Fisher
Lea Bellomo Rachel Greenberg
Larry Bellomo Daniel Hart
Steven Bennett Aki Imai

William Blevins

Tara Imparato

Heather Bristol Michelle locolano
Melissa Bryant Katie Klehr
Shannon Butera LisaKnab
LauraCae Cara Kowalski
Caitlin Caputo Jarrod LaFountain
Erin Caragol Claire Littlefield
Amy Cavanaugh Kaelyn Madden
Cara Clayback Maddy Maler
Bryan Daniels Paul McAllister
Joe Diaz Charlie McDermott
Marissa Evarts Tony Merrill
Colleen Farrell Theresa Montenarello

Kristen Felicione

Steven Montera

Christina Piccirillo
Andrea Pratt
Robyn Reynolds
Liz Riley

Jen Rose

Steven Sanfilippo
Melissa Santariello
Mark Simeone
Tom Sochia
Lwam Tecleab
Jeanna Tigley
Kristin Ververs
Alyssa Wurzburg
Courtney Zon

Geneseo Professional
Staff:
Elise Arneson
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District & Supervisor Connie Rockeo, 25 students from the State University of Mew York at
Geneseo, 10 North Woolmarket Elementary students and Harrison County personnel watch as
the Livingston County fiag was raised to commemarate the volunteer's «_Elfults.

Flag pole honors
Katrina volunteers

BY SARAH CURE
SUN HERALD

WODLMARKET — Livingston
CARES, a community orga-
mization based in Livingslon
County, M.Y., donated a flag
pobe 1o the Woolmarket Little
League ball fields on Wednes-
day as a token of their com-
mitmeent to help rebuild Har-
rigon County after Hurricane
Katrina,

During the dedication per-
emaay, District 5 Harrison
County  Supervisor  Comnle
Rockes, 25 students from the
State University of New York at
Geneseo, 10 MNorth Woolmarket
Elementary students and Harri-
50t County personnel watched
as the Livingston County Flag
was rased to commemoraie
thee volunteer's ciorts.

“Two weeks afler Hurricane
hatrina, | received a call from
Livingston CARES about wisit-
ing Harrison County to help
with recovery efforts,” Rockeo

said. "The group didn't want
their visil o be a one-time
thing, rather a lasting relation-
ship to actually form a culbural
experience and exchange.”
Founded by President Tom
Matthews after Hurricane Ka-
trina, the allvolunteer organiza-
tion is cormprised of commmunity
leaders, students and Livings-
ton County citizens who want-
ed to contribute and participate
in South Mississippd's regrowth
after the devastating storm,
Simee 2005 there have been
12 weeklong trips to the area
where volunteers  rebuilt
homes, delivered supplies,
donated  funds,  supporied
community programs, and de-
veloped spportunities.
Matthews said the county-
to-county  refationship  has
formed friendships between
civie leaders since both coun-
tiess are similar.
“We chose this place be-
CHusS Wit want-:'d to make a
difference and put a bgger

dent in South hIissis&]gﬂ"s
reconstruction because New
Ordeans  recelved more  na-
tional attention,” Matthews,
said. “This is a long-term. re-
covery effort and we ane doing
our small part to help out.™
Laura lafrati, a semior at
the State University of New
York at Geneseo, said if was |
her first trip visiting Harrison
('uunq.'_ but not her last. -
“This is my first time deing
something like this aud I mm}:
it's a great experience becay
we are bryving to help pc-ople
Iafrati said, "1 can't huagine
someething being so destroctive,
“It is unbelicvable,” she said. _ |
Livingston CARES has™four::
trips planned for 2009, Mat--
thews said about a dozen
studbenits will visit in February -
and 25 students are scheduled
to arrive in March and May.
“Our  organization's board |
wanted to symbolize birth and
recovery, and the flag pole iz a
symbol of that.™
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By FRANK STUMBG
Editor
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PHITI By AN STLR0

Dlstrict 5 Supetyiecr Connke Recko helps reise the Livingston County Flag up & flag:
pole at the Woalmarkst Baseball Fields lest Wedesday. The flag. along with the pole,
Wit donated by the volurt=er group Liingstan Canes ‘rom Genesao, Maw ork.
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ing, Twog sheetrock, msdded
amd samdesd it tap.

“lts toaggh bue T oy lean-
img,” wuid Phil Matoli, who
wias on ks second iip o the
onast, Naroli said atrer Le
ratiree walunizer wirk hecame
A PRGNy

“*This war romething on my
plate thar I just had e e
done,” be eaid, He eaped the
fall betefils of his efforty Last
Jaguery glter be spent days

and dave peinting & house in
Bast Biluxy,

He said the awnor of fhe
hoote be bad beeo padniioe
cARE oobsidy ones theyr were
firistied and zebd “yoo peaple
are My abgels widwol e 1
ek not do ths,”

Tt wits reward encerch for
him, be said, becanss what he,
and all the other volunteers,
came down for was to make &
dillference m people’s Hves.
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Mississippt
BY_HdWARD W. APPELL
howard@livingstonnews.com

Livingston County’
Administrator Dominic
Mazza and Chamber of
Commerce President Cyn-

mgston CARES volunteers
in Harrison County, Miss.
on Jan. 7 at a ceremony in
which Livingston County
and New York State flags
were presented for a Harri-
son County government
complex.

For Mazza and Oswald,
it was their first actual
visit to Harrison County.
Both, however, had been
instrumental in the forma-
tion of Livingston CARES
' in the immediate wake of
Hurricane Katrina during
2005 and early 2006.

Last year Livingston
CARES donated a flagpole
for the Woolmarket com-
- plex, a combined govern-
ment office and recreation-
al area in Harrison County
District 5.

| flag fliesin

thia Oswald joined 25 Liv-

LUICE yoars dgu Liv-
ingston CARES had also
donated money-itrreplace
lost equipment and uni-
forms for a youth football
league. The flag pole,
replacing one which had
been lost in the hurricane,
was a follow-up donation
to the football league. This
year, flags to fly on the

- pole were provided.

“We didn’t want this to

_ just be about repairing

houses,” said trip leader
Tom Matthews, “We want-.
ed something which would
symbolize the county-to-
county connection,”

Mazza arranged for the
donation of the Livingston
County flag, while the
New York State flag was
donated by State Senator
Dale Volker.

Accepting the flags were
Connie Rockco, supervisor
of District 5, where most
of the Livingston CARES
volunteer efforts have
taken place, and Pam
Aldrich, Harrison County
administrator. Besides the
Livingston CARES contin-
gent of 14 SUNY Geneseo
students and 11 communi-
ty volunteers, ten students
from North Woolmarket
Elementary School were
-there to witness the pre-
sentation.

At the conclusion of the
ceremony, the Livingston
County flag was raised on
the pole, unfurled below the
United States flag — and
‘the ten students were treated
to a brief history lesson on
Livingston County, courtesy
of Mazza.

Durmg the two days he
* was in Louisiana, Mazza
didnot restrict his activity
to ceremonial matters. He
could also be found with
the Livingston CARES
crew installing drywall in
one of the homes undergo-
ing repairs.
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Group leader reﬂects
on 12th tip South

. Hurricane felief pmﬂrmn

aftraets dozens of volunteers

- BY HOWARD W, APELL
hewglrngsomennant

SUH\’. Gerigsan Directce ol Leadleuship

Fiueation Tom Mawbews hés led four
Livingston CARES-voluntzer wock aips

ta Herrson Coumly, Lovisisna, one gach year
sinpe Ramawry, 2006, He has camsz i helicse
there will be many mere eips s coming ygirs,

Druring th gnup’s pwelfth visit b Harrigun
Courly this woods, it hzard 1 lamehuun
tddress by Lhe Harison County Supervisurs”
ehudr, who mecalled that a ten péar mecoveny

period was prediced afer the devaskiling

1954 Hurricane Counille — which in fa was
eloser Lo 20 vears,

The implicarian is tat the Kanog noedvery
periad mey be sigaficantly Tonger tom -
watzs prodigl, Mattbews, wh s woen Buee
vegrs of propeess, Limselt estimales aouer
Jwur-lo-five vears before he evidencs ad
dumags assaciated with Katrina i 1 iooges
aecerlly visible,

Resideass of toe arza comtinue to foce
erisies, Matthess described the case of "Miss
Deigy,” whose liome wras worked o ¢ Liv-
wmgslon CARES ealontzers three yoas aga.
She lives on a Sxed jncome which has o be
supplemzoled by her pad-ime work s &
schow] wrossing poad. Among her capenses
are (e outragesusly high 54000 por yeat

hnmm. nef isIae prelm

. Phil Wuroli wens back o visit a homenwrer
e assited dusing last vear's trip, i present 4

gif: ol mege sup. He foumsd the ouse abn-
domed, the cowstrtion petmit sl oo the

wall, und w merz work accomplished tian

had ke donz 1ast “angars.

“Tre dan't know what happened, Bul W'
Arying b find cas” MafGews epors.

HL!mlgm-wnnmt has decided to allew the
FEbLA trailers and state-aupplied ‘Mississippi

cottares’ la bacome permanent home Rrtures
i e where: a0 origin] home way ohlite-

wed, bt wiber municipaliries have set dewd
lime:s s eurly 55 Magchi when the trailers will
bt Lix b cemved,

“They are eive Litle hiuses. 'ﬁm} T tiny, |

bud Functiona’” Ksiiless ohserses, .

There is 4 Tp side to tbhe thovsands of
aoud-beurled wolicteers who tave come b
Lonwisiumat 1 2elp out: Lhe con atis, contruc-
Lars annd thicves wlio b cone here to taks
advintpe ol the vilaerabls trasions.

Due L ineanpelencs, skirgang and i3
aoowe iwstwices uulight craft, there is @ good
deal of mecensteuetion wock which moost b
zedone, A house which Livingon CARES
voluieets worked o1 earlier tis month b o
agticulaly uofoctanate histary.

It s a fifth cenertion resience which i
whndr oatarally wants to. preserve. Thece
vedrs 40 Lhe ovaer had lnst momay 10 4 con-

. rsctor sean After that, a velonteer gmoup

messtid up thelr wors
“Fovc or sax of us spent all day remupving

ey rha .1.11.!3]1
Brkdget Doyle. a Degsrnlar 2008

EUNY Ganesen graduate, uses 8 power
drll o place metai edgng on the comers

ww sidiog o that we could pul Cashing

arcun] 4 w.nifimg:” Matthens repedls.
Aol wistaks js the switches which zave

bucr instlled herizontally, In addidon to

" these misfomuses, the ownes has teice been a

wiclien of (igves prying upan the tempotary
iruile: whick has been her hom:,

The pood pews s thal she wll fonlr b
bl by jtowe from the trakler mis he hee ofd
b hefges the end of e mondb,

"W were hioaing doors and paiting the
Muuring ikown, Cabinets mer: amiviog, If was
rewanding o acteslly bz seeing [ cid of the
peecess tor fhis woman, ™ Mallhoes welaes.

Sy CARES cn Pagz A



Biloxi

From Page‘Al

back to the Biloxi area to see
how things were coming
along and perhaps visit some
of the folks I had come to
know on my first two trips in
early 2006. - o
:Although things . were
greatly improved from the
heaps of debris .and over-
"whelming misery I wit-
nessed in those relafively
early days, there-was  still
evidence .
looked of vast empty spaces
where entire neighborhoods
had once been, boarded up
buildings, wreckage, and For

Sale signs.’

In East Biloxi alone, over

3,000 homes have been

demolished in the 1,080-plus

days since . the storm,” but
only. 686 .building permits

have been issued to rebuild -

homes on those lots.

- Unfortunately, speculators
came in and bought up prop-
erties to build upscale homes
to flip for big profits. -

- The reality is that these
fancy homes are located in
the blue collar part of town
where they ‘remain unsold
while driving up taxes for the
long term service industry
residents who remain. :

In addition, = since " ‘the
storm, flood insurance pre-
miums alone have increased

to $1,500 a month; whereas’
before'the storm the area was -

not considered a flood zone.:

Our group , of 25 volun-
teers comprised of college
students and  commuynity
members was housed at the
Camp Victor volunteer cen-
ter run by the Ocean Springs
Christus Victor Lutheran
Church in an old sewing
machine factory where we
spent the week living dormi-

‘tory ‘style with 200 volun-

teers from Ohio, Maryland,
Wisconsin,’
Kansas, and Indiana, as well

as' Americorps and Habitat

for Humanity teams.
On my first trips to Biloxi,

everywhere - T

Pennsylvania,

one of the sights to see was
the wreckage of the Route 90
bridge .over Biloxi Bay to

Ocean Springs, which had

fallen like a deck of cards to
the storm’s wrath, creating a
40 minute commute out of
what had been a five minute

drive between the neighbor-

ing communities.

The . recently . opened

replacement is a sweeping, -

six-lane architectural wonder.
complete with a well-used

pedestrian walkway offering

a three mile round-trip that
affords not -only
delights,. but the highest out-
door eleyation in the area. -

Our group spent the week
working -on “two' houses

under the leadership of
HopeForce - International
(www.hopeforce.org), a

group that has been working

_in the area since shortly after -
L. rental “housing “available “in

the storm. - -

. Ittakes a special talentto )
take . a basically unskilled . :
-the casinos,” but ‘the recent

.group of willing workers and
use them productively, but
that is what they did. In‘just
a few days, our group per-

formed such tasks as cutting ..
and installing dry wall, tap--

ing .and mudding the joints,
framing and trimming win-
dows, - paintinig, removing
and replacing badly installed

siding to flash the windows, -

and putting ih Pergo -floor-
ing, along with cleaning' gut-
ters and -debris, doing yard
work, and helping to move

supplies from -a Salvation .

Army- warehouse, construct-
ing storage shelving to house
construction - materials - in
'small sheds at a new site.
Back at Camp Victor, the

accommodations were rela- -

tively luxurious compared to

my previous trips, although.
there was some strategy ‘

involved “in planning when
was. the, best time to take
advantage of one of the five

showers for each sex after a’

long, hard dayiat work.
Amenities at the center

" included ping - pong, pool,

cards, ~chess, TV, video

games, two guitars, an accor-
dion, conga drum, conversa--

scenic, 5 ;
. ~As ‘of March .1, FEMA

tion, or reading, as well as
wireless Internet throughout
the building and a bank of
siX online . computers for
general use. | -

We were also within walk- -

ing' distance of .the beach,
numerous shops ‘and eater-
ies, so those with the energy
were within striking distance
of outside entertainment.

We were told that storm
recovery -work is ‘about 40
percent complete, but grants
and funding have essentially

are winding down. = . ..

‘run out and: volunteer efforts

will be removing the trailers

‘that have been housing those,
-whose homes have not yet

been restored. :

“:” Where thosé people will -
-“live is ' one_ of the questions’

that no one has answered,
especially since there is ‘no
the area, " . -

“The major employers are

économic - downtuarn - is

impacting ‘an "already trou- -
" bled region.’ During our stay, .
‘the Beau Rivage, the largest

of the Biloxi casinos; laid‘ off.

~ 300‘employees. -

I could go on much loﬁger

recounting ‘our .experiences’

and adventures, but if you’d
vrgalvly‘ like tor-’know (more,

c—

Livingston Cares. will “be
sending three more groups to }
Mississippi - this - spring.
Although the February and
March trips are fully booked,
I believe there are still open- .
ings for the trip in May.

For more information go -
to the group's web site at liv-

- ingstoncares.geneseo.edu.:

It ‘certainly is not your

.average vacation, but it’s one )

you’ll never forget.:
I also guarantee that you’ll -
gain ‘even 'more than you
give. R
If you cannot make the trip
yours¥lf,* edntributions  to

" help underwrite these worthy
-efforts are tax deduictible. -

Be a part-of showing our
new “friends in, Harrison
County - that. -Livingston
County - cares about them,

‘not just today, but in the
“ future as well. T



Kudos and Thanks

Livingston CARES wishes to thank the following individuals and organizations for their special
contributions and assistance with the trips, projects, programs, and the Thank Y ou Dinner.

Dan Dimpfl for leading the May 2008 trip

Tom Matthews for leading the January 2009 trip and providing Livingston CARES with
vision and direction

Tom Wilson for leading the February 20009 trip

Elise Arneson for recruiting student volunteers and leading the March 2009 trip
Amanda Flannery for leading the March 2009 trip

Marissa Evarts for leading the March 2009 trip

Senator Dale Volker for his member item support of CARES

Barbara Battaglia for clerical support and handling applications

Lyle Lehman for his continuing support and service as Livingston CARES Treasurer
Geneseo Celebrity Chefs (Gary Towsley, Lynn Kennison, and Glenn McClure for
catering our dinner

Lori McEvoy for representing Livingston County Coalition of Churches

Interfaith Center for their use of the facility

MAC (Men of Action and Change) for helping with the dinner

President Christopher Dahl, SUNY Geneseo, for his continued support of CARES
Robert Bonfiglio, Vice President, Student & Campus Life for enabling CARES to do its
work and for the financial contributions from the Division of Student & Campus Life
Leonard Sancilio and the Center for Community staff members for support and financial
resources to help create and sustain CARES projects and programs

Tracy Paradis for support and website devel opment

Julie Matthews for her advice and preparation of tax documents

Central Presbyterian Church of Geneseo for financial contributions and work-trip
volunteers

Kay Fly for serving as CARES secretary and assisting with the planning of the CARES
dinner

KC and Karen Bailey for creating the media presentation on Katrina Reflections
Connie Rockco, Harrison County Supervisor, for her continued support of CARES and
making us feel welcome in Mississippi

Cynthia Oswald for writing a letter of friendship between Livingston County and
Harrison County and maintaining ties with Mississippi

Nick Mazzafor involving Livingston County in CARES programs and participating in
the January 2009 trip

Kendall Gordon and Camp Victor for housing and feeding CARES volunteers

East Biloxi Coordination, Relief and Redevelopment Agency for providing our
volunteers with direction and supervision while on the work site

SUNY Geneseo and the surrounding community for supporting our mission
Individuals and community organizations donating funds to CARES programs
Volunteers who contributed their time and gifts to help the people in Harrison County,
Mi ssissippi



Contributors—Individuals

Jerry Alonzo Ron & Ellen Herzman
Doug Badwin Brad & Debbie Hill
Barbara Battaglia Kathryn Ashley-Hollinger
Norm Bauer Jonathan Hoose

Irene Belyakov Tony Hoppa

Peatrick Bly Linda House

LisaBurns Walter & Marie Issac
JamesCarlide Carol Ivsan

Niels & Barbara Christiansen Carol Jackman

Elaine Cleeton James Jackson

Gary & Shirley Cox Herbert & Carol Jones
Stephanie Crissman Jennifer Katz
Christopher Dahl Tamara Kenney

Linda Deats Kimberly Kipfer
AndreaDiGiorgio Marilyn Klotz

Gaine DeHart Keith Koch

Celia Easton Cara Kowalski

Rita& Peter Elliott Lyle Lehman

Sandra Glantz MariaLima

Ruth Gibson Sandra Maxauley

Beth Godfrey Doug MacKenzie
Margaret Goodridge Carolyn MacTurk

Paul Griffin Melissa Masko

Timothy & Pamela Margaret & Arnold Matlin
Hammond Edith Matthews

Paula Henry Julie & Jeffrey Matthews

Another Time Antiques- Barbara Boyce

Contributors- Business/Or ganizatiosn

Tom & Betsy Matthews
Ray McCagg

Don & Ruthmary McConnell
Daniel McDonough
Marilyn Elliott McDonough
Susan McKenna

Myrtle Merritt

Wendy Metz

Susan & John O'Hearn
Robert & Cynthia Oswald
Rabert Owens

Connie Rockco

Ruth Rowse

Leonard Sancilio

Gail Serventi

Suzanne Sharp

R.D. Wayland Smith
James & Arleen Somerville
Tom Thompson

Charlotte Torres

George & Beth Traver
Kathleen Trainor

Edward Wallace

Linda Weaver

Joyce Wechdler

Wilbur Wright

Geneseo Garden Club

Center for Community- SUNY Geneseo
CSEA- Geneseo Chapter

Class of 2002- SUNY Geneseo

Class of 2004- SUNY Geneseo

College Democrats- SUNY Geneseo
College Senate- SUNY Geneseo
Sociology Club- SUNY Geneseo

Student & Campus Life- SUNY Geneseo
Inter-Greek Council- SUNY Geneseo
Inter-Residence Council- SUNY Geneseo
Japanese Culture Club- SUNY Geneseo
Jones Residence Hall- SUNY Geneseo
Lanpher Financial Group- SUNY Geneseo
Livingston-Wyoming ARC

Multicultural Prog. Board- SUNY Geneseo
Genesee Valley Pennysaver

Geneseo Central Presbyterian Church

Geneseo Rotary

Golden Key International Honor Society- SUNY

Geneseo

Habitat for Humanity- SUNY Geneseo
Kiwanis Club of Geneseo

Livingston County News

Livonia Garden Club

Nassau Residence Hall- SUNY Geneseo
Pavilion Central School Ski Club

Prusetti Law Office

Psychology Club- SUNY Geneseo

Royal Lady Knightss SUNY Geneseo
Senator Dale Volker Campaign Committee
UUP- Geneseo Chapter

Wyoming & Putnam Residence Halls- SUNY
Geneseo



Mission

The Mission of Livingston County CARES is to help
communities and individuals locally, regionally,
statewide, nationwide, and globally in humanitarian
projects, including disaster relief and recovery
efforts.

Livingston County CARES provides a central
repository for resources and information for
Individuals and organizations wishing to contribute

to disaster relief efforts.

www.livingstoncares.geneseo.edu



By FRANK STUMBO
Editor

A oyellow and bice flag
raised nver he woo! rarke|
basehall zds [as1 Wodnesday
by Livitgstan Caree. o volus-
e Tecovery  grogp frop
Livigearor Comty, N, will
forever svmbolize oot ooop-
i ties enduring support foL
Hurmrsson County in the wears
Tollowring Hurncaoe Kaldoa

The gwoup, which was
fuunded by cumerl president
Tory Matthews oofe thas
les years agn, has consis-
oy donaed theic  dme,
mancy and swaal fo fhe
rebuilding of Harmison Caynty.
S far, mote taw 300 people
[ Efvinsien Coonty have
wieked nn abeur 30 hemes
arel they show oo gign of 63cw-
ing ap.

Matchews zaid Livingsoon
Cargs had made o "long-term
sprecinent that we would balp
Tor wi lanyg a5 we crald.”

The grougs, whuch i ¢oo-
prized of & coalition of church-
€5, coUy adhimsiracens, be
Incal com:mumity and guonps
like the Geoesso Vilape, was
foumeed affer smudencs ae he
Stuke Univerzity af Mew Tork
AN} Geesend takedl Lo el
mvakeod ad &0 seoeebong W
belp the ereas affected by
Huicane Kad

"W bad & ot or swodonts
LUIDIGE In vwaoling o do
things, s0 w¢ Ieached our 1o
the cunooanoly  wnd - said
riayhe this iz A ribe @ vork
with (e commuonminy and e

soenls and ser il we can
reach ol and provide belp,’
he amd,

Wissisapm wus chowen as
the promps' farst destinaran
becunze most af the natipne]l
noediy  atemivn bwd  been
Tluced rm 1ouigians.

"Bieeseippd wasn'l wettine
TMch attcution s0 we sld
muvhe we van go thers and
ttoke o deol,” he sunl. “ls ool
Big ciey 20 anavbe we sun g
and maks a few relsfionships,"

The [mat (riesdzhip thzy
mpde after waeks oF ving
wzs with Harmsem Couney
Diezieier 2 Supervisor Comniz
Rocka.

'Their ceanly wveroment
cantzxted me and aldeagh
bus been  Lhres-und-a-half
waars, T think [ wag in sy
pifice ood aaid 'weah, rome oo
dowen' apd helped e, ser

“ertablished and where (o o an
71 that”
After  the  fist  ecp,

Mallhews smid the pmup
decided they wamted to come
back t¢ Herrisen Coonty,
Maithew sard,

"1 think we did:1't wani it
be a one fime dieg and o as
we g to kbow  peaple,
Comnet. io particuler, reached
evar ro s and T thunds with the
Ry of e problso we
cecieled 0 2o back to Lhe wame
place," he gad,

12 brips Juber smd Livingatom
Cares 15 5B woing ae snmr as
ever, Rockn said, It is amaz-
ibg sbar dhey have ooat: bere
and hang aroond oo theee
vears, while the w=al of the

WA

PHCTO Y FGHK STUMBD

Cistrict § Supsrvisor Connle Rocko halps ramsa tha Lvingston Courty Flag up a flag-
pole at the Woolmarket Basahall Flalds last Wisdagday, The llag, ahang with the pole,
were donatad by the volurteer group Livingston Gares fram Genagac, MNaw Yok,

sfate chinks we are cecovezed
thery ko woz wne oL

In.fact, Livingston caas has
wreudy commutted to three
move  weeklone relps W
Freimuary, Marh and bay of
thag vear.

For their Jast trig. a half of
the group, which arjved
Batneday, Jan 3 pnd left
Saturéay, Jan. H), worked o a
hidtie 12 Ewst Biloxi on
Eeyonir Swoct jast Morh of
Mvision.  They temoved

inaproperly placed vioyl sid-
ing, bung shestrock, mudded
and zanded it woo.

“lts ugh bot | am lexm-
U, snd Phal Nawh, who
was oo s second tip o the
coast. Matoli said after he
resited volaoeer wadk, becanwe
& piacty.

“This way omethmy on my
Mlata that T pust had ke get
dome” he snd He resped the
Tull benefis of his efforts Jast

lavusry after he rpont days -

and dave paiotiop 4 House o
East Hiloxi.

He suid the oweer of the
beme be hed been paintieg
cumie oueliides coce they were
Ginished at caid “you people
are my angels witho yow I
cuild ned oo this”

Thar was leward enouga foc
Hiam. he waié, heosuss what he,
aod all the wvlber voluplerrs,
came dowm or was (o ake a
difference in peogles lives.



flag flies in

Mississippi

BY HOWARD W. APPELL
howard@livingstofrews.com

Livingston County’
Administrator Domimnic
Mazza and Chamber of
Commerce President Cyn-
thia Oswald joined 25 Liv-
ingston CARES volunteers
in Harrison County, Miss,
on Jan, 7 at a ceremony in
which Livingston County
and New York State flags
were presented for a Harri-
son County goverment

complex.

For Mazza and Oswald,
it was their first aciual
visit to Harrison County.
Both, however, had been
instrumental in the forma-
tion of Livingston CARES
in the immediate wake of
Hurricane Katrina during
2005 and early 2006.

Last year Livingston
CARES donated a flagpole
for the Woolmarket com-
plex, a combined govern-
ment nﬁ':,ce and recreation-
al area in Harrison County
District 5.

i

LINTE YOS AU Liv-

ingston CARES had also

. donated money-i&rreplace

lost equipment and uni-

' forms for a youth football

l

|

league. The flag pole,
replacing one which had
been lost in the hurricane,
was a follow-up donation
to the football league. This
year, flags to fly on the
pole were provided.

“We didn't want this to
just be about repairing
houses,” said trip leader
Tom Matthews, “We want-.
ed something which would
symbolize the county-to-
county connection,”

Mazza arranged for the
donation of the Livingston
County flag, while the
New York State flag was
donated by State Senator
Dale Volker.

Accepting the flags were
Connie Rockco, supervisor
of District 5, where most
of the Livingston CARES
volunteer efforts have
taken place, and Pam
Aldrich, Harrison County
administrator. Besides the
Livingston CARES contin-
gent of 14 SUNY Geneseo
students and 11 commumni-
ty volunteers, ten students
from Morth Woolmarket
Elementary School were

-there to witness the pre-
sentation,

At the conclusion of the
ceremony, the Livingston
County flag was raised on
the pole, unfurled below the
United States flag — and
the ten students were treated
to a brief history lesson on
Livingston County, courtesy
of Mazza.

Dlmng the two da}rs he

was in Louisiana, Mazza

did.not restrict his activity
to ceremonial matters. He
could also be found with
the Livingston CARES
crew installing drywall in
one of the homes undergo-

| ing repairs.



broup eader reflct
on 12th rip Souti

Hurricane relief program
attracts dozens of volunteers

~ BY HOWARD W. APPELL
howardi@lvingstonmews.com

UNY Geneseo Director of Leadership
Education Tom Matthews has led four
Livingston CARES volunteer work trips
to Harrison County, Lonisiana, one ¢ach year
gince Jamuary, 2006, He has cause to believe
there will be many more trips io coming vears,

During the group’s twelfth visit 1o Harrison
County this month, it heard a luncheon
address by the Hamson Coonty Supervisors”
chair, who recalled that & leo yéar recovery
period was predicted after the devastating
1985 Hurricane Camille — which in fact was
closer o 20) years.

The imgplication is that the Katrina recovery
period may be significantly konger than esti-
mates predict. Marthews, who has seen three
years of progress, hmsell estimates another
four-to-five years before the evidence and
damage associated with Katrina is no longer
penerally visible.

Residents of the area continue to face
crises. Matthews descrbed the case of “Miss
Daisy," whose home was worked on by Liv-
ingston CARES volunteers three years ago.
She lives on 4 fixed income which has to be
supplemented by her part-time work as a
school crossing guard, Among her expenses
are the owrageously high $4.000 per year

homeowner insurance premiums.

Phil Natoli went back to visit a homeowner
I assisted during last year's trip, to present 4
gift of maple syrup. He found the house aban-
doned, the construction permit still on the
wall, and no more work accomplished than
had been done last January.

“We don’t know what happenad, but we'ne
trying to find out,” Maithews reparts.

Bijoxi government has decided to allow the !
FEMA trailers and state-supplied ‘Mississippi |

cottages” to become permanent home fixtures
in cases where an oniginal home was obliter-
ated, bur other municipalities have sel dead-
lines as early as March when the trailess will
have to be removed.

“They are nice little howses. They're tiny,
but functional," Mathews observes,

There is a flip side to the thousands of
good-hearted volunteers who have come o
Lowsiana o help out: The con artist contrac-
tors and thieves who have come there to take
advantage of the vulnerable situations,

Dug to incompetence, skimping and in
some instances outright graft, there is a good
deal of reconstruction work which must be
redone. A house which Livingston CARES
volunteers worked on earlier this month has a
particularly unfortunate history.,

It is @ fifih generation residence which the
ovnér naturally wants to. preserve. Three
years apo the owner had lost money & con-
tractor scam. After that, a volunleer group
messed up their wok,

“Five or six of us spent all day removing

Bridget Doyle, a December 2008
SUNY Genesan gradumte, uses & power
drill to place metal edging on the comers

new siding so that we could pur flashing
around a window,” Matlhews repors.

Another mistake is the switches which have
been installed horizontally. In addition (o
those misfortunes, the owner has twice been a
victim of thicves prying upon the temporary
trailer which has been her home.,

The good news is that she will finally be
able 1o move from the trailer into the her old
home hefore the end of the month,

“We were hanging doors and putting the
flooring down. Cabinets were amiving. It was
rewarding to actually be seeing the end of the
process for this woman,” Maithews relates.
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one of-the sights to see was -
the wreckage of the Route 90
bridge .over Biloxi Bay to
Ocean Springs, which had
fallen like a deck of cards to
the storm’s wrath, creating a
40 minute commute out of
what had been a five minute
drive between the neighbor-
ing communities. :
. The recently . opened
Teplacement is a sweeping, -
six-lane architectural wonder
complete with a well-used
pedestrian walkway offering
a three mile round-trip that
affords  not -only  scenic,
delights,. but the highest out-
door elevation in the area. - :
Our group spent the week
working on “two houses
leadership of

Biloxi
From Page A1l

back to the Biloxi area to see
~how things were coming
along and perhaps visit some
of the folks I had come to
know on my first two trips in
early 2006. - .
--Although things = were
greatly improved from the
heaps of debris and over-
"whelming misery I wit-
nessed in those relafively
early days, there was still
evidence . "everywhere I
looked of vast empty spaces
where entire neighborhoods
had once been, boarded up

buildings, wreckage, and For under the _
Sale signs. . ey HopeForce International
In East Biloxi alone, over (www.hopeforce.org), a

group that has been working
in the area since shortly after -
' the storm. © G
- It takes a special talent to.
take .a basically unskilled
group of willing workers and
use them productively, ‘but
that is what they did, In just -
a few days, our sroup pee.

3,000 homes have been
demolished in the 1,080-plus
days since the storm,” but
only 686 .building permits
have beéen issued to rebuild -
homes on those lots. .
Unfortunately, speculators
came in ‘and bought up prop-
erties o build wpsedls GBS
_ ts gl for Big profitg, = -0 w2 . ULl
< The reality is fuit these . ‘and installing dry wall, fap-
fancy homes. ate Jocated in ' ing aod mmudding the jaings,
e bluz collar part of town  framing sl vt win- .
whore they “romsin wnsold  dows, - putithig, renoving
‘whiile drivitiz wp taxes for the
lofg -term - secvics:. indusiey
residents whe éémuin, Lol
o Caddition, o glae " ithe
storm, flgod insirance pre-
mitms alone have increased
Ty 1,300 u snonih, whicreas
 befiore’ ths stomns the mwes was .
- ot congidered & flood zone
S e groug’, of 25 yolme
wers comprised of college |
* studenis and . spinmynity
inembers wias hopsed el the
Canip Vicwor volanicer cen- B
“ter pun by the Ovenan Springs
Christus Vietor Luthersn
Church in an old sewing
wachine fuctory wherg we

‘spent the week Hving doinai

siding to flash the windows,
wid potiing in Peigh: flowr.
ing, along with cleanieg gor-
ters Az -debris, doing yadd
wark, dnd belping o
- suppilies Froin-a Salvag
CArmy warehouse, construct
ing stoifage shelving to honsg -
“constroction - matesials cr
mnall sheds at 4 e site
‘Bank at Camap Victor,:
Acconmmmdationy . webs rela.
thvely loznrions conparest fo.
Ty previgus trips, although
“thefe was some sfestogy
Srveolved de planning when
was, tie. hesi time to- take,
\ advaniage of otie of the Fve
oy siyle with 200 voluns© shiwers for ach dex after &
tears’ from Ohio, Marpland, * long, berd dayiat work. -
Wisconsin, Pennsylvanid, ' Amenities at the oe

Eotrugd such tasks wy cutting .

tion, or reading, as well as
wireless Internet throughout
the building and a bank of
six online computers for
general use. | : '

‘We were also with:i.n, walk- -
. ings for the trip in May.

ing’ distance of the beach,
numerous shops and eater-
ies, so those with the energy
were within striking distance
of outside entertainment.

We were told that storm
recovery work is about 40

percent complete, but grants.

and funding have essentially
run out and: vol_untq:r efforts
are winding down. :

. +“As of March 1, FEMA
will be removing the trailers -
that have been housing those.

-whose homes have not yet

" been restored. : . -

" Where those pgopie' will

-live is one.of the questions’
" that no one has answered,

especially since there is ‘no

‘. rental housing ' available ‘in ,

the area. : = .

“The major employers are
the casinos, but the recent
economic - downturn® - is

- and replseivg badiy installed - ang

Kangas, and. Indians, a5 well * included ping’ pong, pool, ..
? cards, ” chess, TV, “vides

48" Amerdcorps aod Habitat -
B Humanity ieams,s 57 -

T gammies, two goitars, an aezo-
- On my first wips o Biloxi,

shion, conga drurn, CONYEERE-

‘County

Livingston Cares will “be
sending three more groups to
Mississippi = this ° spring.
Although the February and
March trips are fully booked,
I believe there are still open-

For more information go -
to the group’s web site at liv-
ingstoncares.geneseo.edu..

- It certainly is not your
average vacation, but it’s one
you’ll never forget. ;

I also guarantee that you’ll
gain even ‘more than you
give. s e T

If you cannot make the trip
yours€lf, - .edntributions to -
help underwrite these worthy

‘efforts are tax deductible.

Be a part-of showing our
new - friends 'in, Harrison -
that -Livingston -
County ' cares about them,

oot just today, but in the

future as well,



Kudos and Thanks

Livingston CARES wishes to thank the following individuals and organizations for their special
contributions and assistance with the trips, projects, programs, and the Thank Y ou Dinner.

Dan Dimpfl for leading the May 2008 trip

Tom Matthews for leading the January 2009 trip and providing Livingston CARES with
vision and direction

Tom Wilson for leading the February 20009 trip

Elise Arneson for recruiting student volunteers and leading the March 2009 trip
Amanda Flannery for leading the March 2009 trip and getting students excited for the trip
Marissa Evarts for leading the March 2009 trip and willingness to learn the ropes
Senator Dale Volker for his member item support of CARES

Barbara Battaglia for clerical support and handling applications

Lyle Lehman for his continuing support and service as Livingston CARES Treasurer
Geneseo Philanthropic Chefs (Gary Towsley, Lynn Kennison, and Glenn McClure for
catering our dinner

Lori McEvoy for representing Livingston County Coalition of Churches

Interfaith Center for the use of their facility

MAC (Men of Action and Change) for helping with the dinner

President Christopher Dahl, SUNY Geneseo, for his continued support of CARES
Robert Bonfiglio, Vice President, Student & Campus Life for enabling CARES to do its
work and for the financia contributions from the Division of Student & Campus Life
Leonard Sancilio and the Center for Community staff members for support and financial
resources to help create and sustain CARES projects ard programs

Tracy Paradis for support and website devel opment

Julie Matthews for her advice and preparation of tax documents

Central Presbyterian Church of Geneseo for financial contributions and work-trip
volunteers

Kay Fly for serving as CARES secretary and assisting with the planning of the CARES
dinner

KC and Karen Bailey for creating the media presentation on Katrina Reflections
Connie Rockco, Harrison County Supervisor, for her continued support of CARES and
making us feel welcome in Mississippi

Cynthia Oswald for writing a letter of friendship between Livingston County and
Harrison County and maintaining ties with Mississippi

Nick Mazzafor involving Livingston County in CARES programs and participating in
the January 2009 trip

Kendall Gordon and Camp Victor for housing and feeding CARES volunteers

East Biloxi Coordination, Relief and Redevelopment Agency for providing our
volunteers with direction and supervision while on the work site

SUNY Geneseo and the surrounding community for supporting our mission
Individuals and community organizations donating funds to CARES programs
Volunteers who contributed their time and gifts to help the people in Harrison County,
Mi ssissippi



Contributors—Individuals

Jerry Alonzo Ron & Ellen Herzman
Doug Badwin Brad & Debbie Hill
Barbara Battaglia Kathryn Ashley-Hollinger
Norm Bauer Jonathan Hoose

Irene Belyakov Tony Hoppa

Peatrick Bly Linda House

LisaBurns Walter & Marie Issac
James Carlide Carol Ivsan

Niels & Barbara Christiansen Carol Jackman

Elaine Cleeton James Jackson

Gary & Shirley Cox Herbert & Carol Jones
Stephanie Crissman Jennifer Katz
Christopher Dahl Tamara Kenney

Linda Deats Kimberly Kipfer
AndreaDiGiorgio Marilyn Klotz

Gaine DeHart Keith Koch

Celia Easton Cara Kowalski

Rita& Peter Elliott Lyle Lehman

Sandra Glantz MariaLima

Ruth Gibson Sandra Macauley

Beth Godfrey Doug MacKenzie
Margaret Goodridge Carolyn MacTurk

Paul Griffin Melissa Masko

Timothy & Pamela Margaret & Arnold Matlin
Hammond Edith Matthews

Paula Henry Julie & Jeffrey Matthews

Another Time Antiques- Barbara Boyce

Contributors- Business/Or ganizatiosn

Tom & Betsy Matthews
Ray McCagg

Don & Ruthmary McConnell
Daniel McDonough
Marilyn Elliott McDonough
Susan McKenna

Myrtle Merritt

Wendy Metz

Susan & John O'Hearn
Robert & Cynthia Oswald
Rabert Owens

Connie Rockco

Ruth Rowse

Leonard Sancilio

Gail Serventi

Suzanne Sharp

R.D. Wayland Smith
James & Arleen Somerville
Tom Thompson

Charlotte Torres

George & Beth Traver
Kathleen Trainor

Edward Wallace

Linda Weaver

Joyce Wechdler

Wilbur Wright

Geneseo Garden Club

Center for Community- SUNY Geneseo
CSEA- Geneseo Chapter

Class of 2002- SUNY Geneseo

Class of 2004- SUNY Geneseo

College Democrats- SUNY Geneseo
College Senate- SUNY Geneseo
Sociology Club- SUNY Geneseo

Student & Campus Life- SUNY Geneseo
Inter-Greek Council- SUNY Geneseo
Inter-Residence Council- SUNY Geneseo
Japanese Culture Club- SUNY Geneseo
Jones Residence Hall- SUNY Geneseo
Lanpher Financial Group- SUNY Geneseo
Livingston-Wyoming ARC

Multicultural Prog. Board- SUNY Geneseo
Genesee Valley Pennysaver

Geneseo Central Presbyterian Church

Geneseo Rotary

Golden Key International Honor Society- SUNY

Geneseo

Habitat for Humanity- SUNY Geneseo
Kiwanis Club of Geneseo

Livingston County News

Livonia Garden Club

Nassau Residence Hall- SUNY Geneseo
Pavilion Central School Ski Club

Prusetti Law Office

Psychology Club- SUNY Geneseo

Royal Lady Knightss SUNY Geneseo
Senator Dale Volker Campaign Committee
UUP- Geneseo Chapter

Wyoming & Putnam Residence Halls- SUNY
Geneseo



Notes and Reflections from Our Volunteers

| had no idea how much work was till needed. 1'm so happy | had the chance to help.
~Junior, Alternative Spring Break

| have gotten more from this trip than | have ever expected. My experience has opened up so
much for me... opened my eyes to other people's experiences and opinions...l can't find the
exact words to describe how grateful | am for this trip, this experience has given me lifelong
memories. Thank you Livingston CARES.

~Sophomore, Alternative Soring Break

Going to Mississippi made me realize how much more needs to be done and how little
recognition it is getting. Being a part of rebuilding an amazing community truly was an
inspiring, positive experience. | know that | will continue to spread the word of the damage that
still needs to be rebuilt and continue to return to do my part. Thistrip has been truly inspiring. |
have met the most amazing people and created many new friendships that | will cherish.
Coming on this trip has been one of the greatest decisions ever.

~Junior, Alternative Sporing Break

| liked the opportunity to work along side students/faculty/community members that | would not
otherwise have gotten to meet. | have loved being able to go on these trips. Thank you so much
for the hard work and time that goes into planning them.

~Bridget, Sudent, January Trip

Why were you such a great group? It wasn't your drywall or painting skills that made an
impression. It was you willingness to do whatever, being quick to volunteer, picking up after
yoursealves, including others and the kindness and support that you showed each other. | could
not have had a better week!

~Dan, Geneseo Community, May Trip

A great experience. So glad we have this connection with another community/another part of
our country, and in such as meaningful way.

~&lly, Geneseo Community, January Trip



It was great working with everyone and meeting the owners of the houses. Best decision in my

life! I would definitely go again! It was great!
~Theresa, March trip

| have been to Mississippi ondisaster relief once before and the quality of living arrangements,
the work assignments, and the knowledge and accessibility of our foremen/supervisors were
some of the best | have ever had on any of the mission/disaster relief trips. | had ablast! We got
alot done and all of the people were wonderful! Thank you for such a great experience!

~Chris, January trip

Thistrip by far surpasses every experience that | had last year. Our site coordinator was the

sweetest, most kind, compassionate, caring, patient, loving, pure hearted man | have every met in
my life. He has touched my heart forever and | will always remember him. He has done so much
for other people and it has just inspired me to become a better person and strive to help others for

the rest of my life.
~Samantha, May trip

Sgnatures from February 2008 and May 2008
Livingston CARES Volunteers at Yankie Stadium



Mission

The Mission of Livingston County CARES is to help
communities and individuals locally, regionally,
statewide, nationwide, and globally in humanitarian
projects, including disaster relief and recovery
efforts.

Livingston County CARES provides a central
repository for resources and information for
Individuals and organizations wishing to contribute

to disaster relief efforts.

www. livingstoncares.geneseo.edu
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